To VIßTuE ONLY, AND HER FRIEND A F218 


' Tux WorLD BESIDE MAY CENSURE OR COMMEND." p 
Por t. 


— ——è˖;ẽͤ 


L ON D ON: 


 PrINTED BY H. Travry, No. 1. PATE&R-NOSTER= 
Row; AN D $0LD BY Man. Hoox gau, BonD- 
STREET; 


MDCCLXXXV, | 


- 
. 
* . 1 N 
* — aw K ͤ —v—-] . ⁵ ò?ͤ «k ʃ— 0 — 


d I, inſtead of He, 


Page 130, Lines 13, 14, rea 


* 


E R RAT U M. 


nh — "I" . 
LOS, 2 W a ttyl 


"Dt FR <7 


- 


anne ATI ECT Iu” nf ceo Ate. - 


_— A — — Mt Smt, 


+ 


SENTIMENTAL MEMOIRS. 


S 
8 


EDWARD SEYMOUR, E 


S18 BE AU MONT PORTMAN. © 
Lincoln's- Inn. 


My DEAR si Beaunonr, 


A . 


* _ 


1 TUAL Confidence da 
; Eſteem 1 may be allowed, 


1 hope, between us, to have an 
equal Advantage with a more eſta- 
bliſhed Intimacy, where a want of 
| Vor. II. A Time 


5 4 

Time alone has deprived us of that 
fatisfaQtion,—Similarity of Senti- 
ment, Taſte, and Manners, will 
effectuate a ſtronger Friendſhip, 
in a few Weeks, than an Age can 
produce 1n oppoſite Characters. It 
gratifies my Vanity to find in Sir 
Beaumont a Perſon, who has not 
yet adopted the modern faſhionable 
Mode of affecting to deſpiſe almoſt 
every delicate and domeſtic Virtue : 
whether this is ta ſbe aſcribed to N 
the Levity of the Times, or dd 
worſe Cauſe, I ſhall leave it to 


more experienced Judgments to 
20 rtr . r orc ache. 
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1 
decide. F he Fact, however, is 
too certain, and much to be la- 
mented by every friend of human 
Nature: which in every Period, 


and in every nn needs this 


| Reſource. . 


Bur, enough of Moralizing ; 1 
only meant! to give you ſome | 
Idea of the Luxury of my feel- 
ings in the acquiſition of your 


Regards—which I am going to 8 


put a little to the Teſt, by men- 


tioning A Subject, upon which + ka 
an aware ſome” Fumourous' re- 


1 aa marks 


5 PR” A "_ 7 * 


+ ++ 


marks will naturally drop from 


the enchanting Tongue of Lady 


Portman : methinks I hear her 
f aying, «© Apropos, Monfeur bY oy 
_ mour an excellent Panegyric on 
your friend Sir Beaumont, by way 
of douceur for 1} hooking: a ou 


Word for you to 
I leave you to g weſt * 


- 


6 3» I have any Penetration, 1 


ſhould ſuppoſe a certain Female 
friend would. be quite as 4 agreable 


to your Views, and as gratifying... 
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Walt, * er Ladyſhip be al- 
lowed to entertain herſelf at oi in- 


„ 3 


there i is ſome T ruth in this Fate: 


my deſign is, however, to be 12 


rious ; and Anibitious foo—as vou 
will believe, when I tell You, 
that I hope to poſſeſs the Eſteem 


of both, 1 in their A place. 


70 be perfectly free with vou, 


there i is a Wiſh, which! is very nearly 


allied to my Heart, and which a 
circumſtance in your laſt very ac- 


A 3 ceptable 


161 


ceptable Letter encourages me to 
communicate. - Ix reſpects the 
lovely Miſs Beaufort, i for v. whom 
I may confeſs to vou, 1 have 
formed a great deal more thay the 
higheſt Opinion ; 5 and ſomething 
like, what a leſs Caution than mine 
would ſtyle the ſtrongeſt Attach- 
ment—not more on account of her 

Perſon and Figure, with which . 
every Eye muſt neceſſarily bo | 
ſtruck, than for thoſe charming 
ute in her Character, which I. I. 
have had a few opportunities to 


diſcover, nth 
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- Burt, as I am neither fallible 


nor infatuated, will you-indulge: 
me with your free and undiſgui- 
{cd Thoughts upon this intereſting 
point? A valuable Object, in that 


moſt intimate relation of Life, to. 


which I refer, has always appeared 
to me the only ſolid Foundation 
of domeſtic. Felicity; and the Poſſi- 
bility of loſing ſuch a One, when 
the Probability of gaining is ſo 
uncertain, will be admitted, I can 
have no doubt, as a ſufficient Plea 
for my urging your Compliance 


„ with 


with this requeſt. Her af rt 
Character has, to my obſervation, 
no defect; but, for its reality I 
muſt confide intirely in your re- 
preſentation ; fully convinced that 
you will not write a Panegyrie | 


upon 7maginary Excellence, but a 
Hiſtory of Truth and Fact. e 


YouR oy 8 in this 
deſire will determine my future 


deſigns reſpecting Miſs B. 
and the Application it will of 5 


courſe be neceſlary to make to my 
Father 


Father on this important Buſi- 
nene * 5 


Von Delay in this Affair will 
be no Addition to the Pleaſure with 
which 


I am, 
Yours, molt cordially, - 


- 


E. SEYMOUR, 


SIR 
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S1 BEAUMONT PORTMAN 


e 
EDWARD SEYMOUR, Esa; 
The Grove, | 


My pan Sin, 

LET Lady Portman laugh and | 
rally as much as ſhe pleaſes, I am d 
very ready to admit the Infallibi- 
lity of that Maxim, that we are 
apt to Believe what we wiſh ; the 


Inc. i- 


[ 11 1 
Inclinations of moſt people gene- 
rally determine their Creed: how 
agreable then, when Pleaſure and 


Propriety coincide ! Which muſt 


be the caſe, when I perſuade 
myſelf of the Truth and Sincerity 
of your Partiality for me—inde- 
pendent of that which it is no 
breach of Friendſhip in you to 
indulge for a certain fair Object; 
Who may, perhaps, in future have 
a {till Ygher Claim upon you. 

Wnar Diſſimilarity there may 


be in the features of our Counte- 


- NANCES 


a 
pances I cannot pretend to ſay 
but, as to the conſtitution af our 
Minds and IntelleQs, they were 
certainly caft in the fame: Mould. 
For, though I may not be ſo happy 
in cloathing my Ideas, when dreſ- 
ſed by your Pen, J feel them in- 
tirely my 0703—and never more 
than when you are dehvering 
your-Remarks upon that momen - 
tous Subject, in which almoſt 
every tittle of earthly Felicity is 


at ſtake. 


or 


You have indeed impoſed upon 
me a ſort of Taſk, which has fome 
Difficulty ; in it, becauſe i it has ſo 
much Delicacy. 1 will however | 
exert my utmoſt {kill to execute 


it with Integrity and Accuracy. 


1 REMEMBER | to "AI met, in 
the courſe of my reading, with 
the Character of © 2 Woman, 
which, the ſatyrical Author wit- 
tily inſinuates, is ud where to be 
Jound— The outline of it, as far 


as I can recollect, is as follows, 


SS IN 


Were to be diſguiſed with much 


. th 5 


6 Tx all the beautiful Perſons 1 
ever ſaw, if ſome things were to 
be admired, there were others not ; 


to be touched. upon; or ſuch as 


artifice; for, to ſpeak the Truth, | 
It 18 kar to commend all, and bg 
ſiicere. I am obliged to Emilia 
for leaving me purely i in my natu- T 
ral Temper, equally inclined to 
commend what is commendable, ̃ 
as to keep exactly to the Truth. 
As ſhe does not ſtand in need of I | 
favour or kindneſs, 1 have no c- 


caſion 


bis 1 
caſion either to conceal or to flat- 
ter. To her Ew owing, that 
1 can now praiſe without Com- 
plaiſance ; from her it proceeds, 
that the moſt prying. Obſervers 
loſe that malicious Nicety, which 


18 only employed in ſeeking out 


8 and as. ſhe inſpires them 
with other thoughts, they paſs 
with ſatisfaction from their uſual 
Cenſures, to their real Approba- | 


tions.” | 
IN her ordinary Converſation, | 
ſhe ſays nothing with ſtudy, and 

- nothing 


1 F 
nothing at 2 venture 3 3 the leaſt 


matters diſcov er Attention, and 


3 


+ 


there appears nothing firained | 


in the moſt er! ions; her livelieſt . 
Diſcourſes are exact, and her moſt 
natural Thoughts expreſſed _ 
a delicate turn. Eut ſhe deſpiſes | 
thoſe lucky hits, that fall from 

the Mind without Choice, and 


without Judgment; which, as 


they are generally admired, ſo for 
the moſt part, they make thoſe 


little eſteemed who ſpeak th and... - 


"© In 


. 
be: 


. 4 


„ ix all her Perſon, you fee 
ſomething great and noble; which 


proceeds from a ſecret "Relation 


between the air of the Face, the 
qualities of the Mind, and thoſe 
of the Soul. OO”. 


«© Ayer having deſcribed fÞ 
many fine Qualities, it is time to 
ſee what Im preſſions they make 
upon bur foul, and what Paſſes if 
her own. She has ſomewhat ma- 


jtfical, that commands our Reſ- 


vet :* ſomewhat ſweet and ob};- 
Vor. II. 5 B ging 


; (8 
ging, that wins our Inclinations. 


She attracts and retains us; F and 


« \. * 4 1413 


we always. approach her with De- 
ſires Art, We need not bluſh to 7 


7 1 - 5 - : 2 5 
| : 7 K 8 * 1 


4 8 7 
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66 We Lino, by. an infinite 3 


. 


number of repeated Examples, 155 1 
that, the Mind 1 18 blinded by Paf- | 3 
fin; and that Love « can neyer be 
truly ſaid to have eſtabliſhed his 


power, till he. has ruined that of | 


44 . ; 


our Reaſon ; but our Admiration 


of Emilia increaſes as our Know- 3 


9 27” 


2: 
ledge, t becomes more refined ; 3 
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and 
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. . 1 
and that Paſſion, 1  alyvays 


| appeared a mark of F olly, is here 
the trueſt effect of our Judgment.” 


„ I WILL conclude by a quality 
which ought. to be conſidered be- 


fore all the reſt, She is devout 
without Superſtition, and without 
Melancholy far remote from that 
infirmity which fancies Miracles 
wrought in every ching, and at 
every turn is intoxicated with ſu- 
pernatural N onſenſe ; : averſe to 
| thoſe ſolitary Humours, which 
| inſenſibly diffuſe i in the Mind a ha- 
B 2 tred 


tred of the World, and an antipa- 
thy to Pleaftre,” © Va Rt 


* - 
KC 34 8 # „ i. S 
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*© SHE is not of opinion that we 
ought to retire from human So- 
ciety, to ſeek God in the horrors 
of Solitude! She doth not believe 
that to diſengage one's ſelf from 
a eivil Life, and to break off the 
deareſt and moſt reaſonable Com- 


merce, is to be united to God, 
but rather to be e tied: to one 8 ah d 


& * 4 & a 


Imagination. She hopes to find 
God among Men, hb nis 
SI} 5 Good- 


3 
3 


Goodneſs is moſt active, and his 
Providence appears to be more 
worthily employed; and there ſhe 
endeavours, by his Afiſtance, to 
enlighten her Reaſon, to perfect 
her Manners, and to regulate her 
Conduct, both as to the care of 
Salvation, and the duties of Life.“ 


Ir the ingenious Writer of this 


Character were now living, I 
ſhould be happy to demonſtrate 
how. much he was miſtaken 
in ſuppoſing, it was no where to 
be found by introducing him to 


B 3 the 


— 


2 


6 an |} 
the Object of your Preference; and 


1 permit mie to add, One more, not 


leſs preferred 


we? DEAR SEYMOUR, 


VMuoſt faithfully yours, 


. * * e * FI e * 
9 17 ws * 3 7 4 
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. 8. Uyon reviewing the 
above, I find I have made two 


. it gg. pe ry ertreves gy OP Ar ey og 
Ls 
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s, one of which was, to 


a 
Opinion of min 


© . - 


to decide your 


| beg that you will not ſuffer any 


Judgment finally in the preſent 
Buſineſs; and the other, to intreat 
you will come and ſpend ten days 
or a fortnight at the Grove ; when 
you will have further Opportuni- 


ties of informing your mind, by 


perſonal Intercourſe, upon this 
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deluded Reverie, ſhe muſt not think 
her Louiſa has been an unobſerved 


* 9 
"I . 222 4 


Spectator, fince] her emerging from 
the retirement of the Abbey. What 


7 


oy 


will ſhe ſay upon being told, 


that. ſuperadded to her delight- 
ful Engagements with this Wi 


- 
* 


able Family, which merits 


44 


higheſt Encomiums, ſhe i is, per- 


” 


haps, upon the brink of making 
one, which ; is to hold «+ <6 till Death 
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us do part. „—Solemn words, 2 
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| Now then, prepare, my dear : 
Siſter, to hear of a Conqueſt, which 


> 
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1. am flattered with having made. 


b. F * : 3 1 1 1 - 4_ © * L - * . TH 7 \ 
e : . ; 


*— — —wÿ 


"EuntosrTY, which 3 18 generally 
ſuppoled bo be the peculiar Inha- 
bitant of a Female Heart, will be 


II 11 


tremblingly aliv ve; and, ; Th 2119 


T1 * 7 


other Uſurper, will be impatient 


lh Vo lad 03. & doe, no 
of controul. Let me, owever, 


£2 


. indulge vt eas in 7 RR 


170 


TH 9% 
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Tyranny of keeping you in Suf- 
Pence. If my Diſpoſition were 
unfortunately tinctured with the 


penſive 
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e * 5 
e e 


1 1 — - 9 ro ans Hs BP A r 2 . 5 — e * 8 2 
K - = 2 . * = rg n . PNG Fa. N Mdgelt 40 , 8 & * 
K . — r 9 — 22 A Re 8 2 n wy 1 ED mA PE Sd Ae SOLE IIA ode th ak r ed — 5 Wy! 
” PEE TR SS] A r n r W * r pore IO ISS! G fe SIE. * 3 n 8. 
2 K e Ip? OBE Gen - I ae << þ 2 8 7 4 D N rern FFF 5 . oe SK] N 8 * - Sans 69 +: $3 8 bt 
FF 3 4 2 5 r 5 MM . a 
WIEN TIF * 4 7 8 S FEES & af Pp > p - PET 
2 ER N N * A * * . 12 7 N * As : ONT gy 
3 4 PF Fd : 33 e "I 8 £ 8 ol * n TT” 
PP r 9 2 IG 3 


1 
penſtve melancholy of dying Love, 
my Srcns and Tzaxs would, 
perhaps, anſwer that purpoſe: ' I | 
ſhould live over the tender Tale 
in plaintive Senſibility; and who 
knows, but what a fainting Fit 
or two might interrupt the me 


mention of the §§²³AA 5 Ai 


8 
** * 


WELL ;. but how can I irritate 
your Curioſity to ſuch Degree? It 
muſt be exclaiming, by this time, 


with a moſt anxious inquiſition, 


Who.“ Where“ What?” 
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which; never. fail to accompany 
this eager, Solicitude of Mind, 
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5 1 * 1 i * 
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4 Wg 60 keep you agonizing,any 
long ger underſtand then, that 2 
Mr. Cliford has lately purchaſed a 
large Eſtate adjoining Sir Beaumont 
Portman's ; upon which ſtands 
a ſuperb Manſion; called Albſon- 
Vale. A few Viſits have paſſed 


Hince my Arrival; in one of which 
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ON Th i 2 


a v two Friend Ears beene conti- 
nually rallying me, from a perſua- 
ſion that he turned his Eyes, with 
very frequent and expreſſive Looks 
towards me. It was all loſt upon 
me I muſt confeſs. I ſhall how- 
ever be more critical in my own 
obſervation in future. But no 
more of this He is this moment 
driving up the Grove in his Poſt- 
Chaiſe and four. You know how 
my Heart leaps. at the very ſight 


of ſuch an Equipage, eſpecially 


When 


23 
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Louisa CARTERET. 
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in Style, and 
but I muſt bid you 
You ſhall hear 


7 


from 
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11 


Affectionate 
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very { 
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poſſibly 
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To ROM T HE SAME, 


- YES, my dear Honoria, my 
Friends wars certainly in the right. 
Lady Poriman muſt, 'to be; ſure, 
have the D-/cernment of Spirits, Mr. 
Clford has ſpent the afternoon 
with us en famille. After Tea, 
the two Gentlemen retired to the 
Library, to ſee a beautiful Ma- 
dona in Crayons, juſt copied from 
a Raphael, and moſt exquiſitely 
finiſhed by the pencil of Lady 


3 N Port- 


[ 22 4 
Portman; who, inſtead of riot- 


ing in modern Difſpation, and 
diffoving every feminine Charm 


in Manners, which leave it almoſt 


out of our power to diſcriminate 
the Sexes, is always courting 
either the Muſes or the Arts. We 
obſerved they ſtayed very long. 
The Myſtery of their Abſence 
was, however, agreably decy- 
phered, when, upon the Depar- 
tare of Mr. Ghford, Sir Beaumont 
gradually diſcloſed a leetle Secret, 
mw which your humble Servant 
was not a leutle concerned. 
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: Jupox of my Agitations and 

Emotions, when he informed us 
that very particular Inquiries had 
been made about your Louiſa : 
upon hom he thought proper to 
laviſh ſome enchanting ſpeeches. 
I bluſked of courſe—and notwith- 

| ſtanding the natural Polatility of 
my Spirits, which 1 ſuppoſed 

would have been proof againſt 
tbels 2 Senftilities, which 

1 have ſo often rallied,” 1 muſt 
confeſs | that my Tongue | was 
filenced, and my Head drooped, for 
Vol. II. C once, 


Rao 
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once, hike the penfrve bell of the 
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Vov will expect 1 mould ſend 
you a little Traite of my new Ad- 
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— 


COTE I. 


| mirer ; but Iam not happy at De- 
ſcription and ſhould be ſorry to 
rep reſent him to any 41 diſadvantage; 
ſuffice i it to fay, in the firſt place, 
he has foe thouſand pounds a 
year, w which you muſt allow. has 
five. thouſand Charms : E, beſides. 


which, all here are unanimous. in 


their Opinion that he has very 


much the Addreſ 8 and Behaviour 
25 < - 


12 

| of Mn of Faſhon—without any 
of that. Info ce of Weulth, as 
Shakeſpear calls it, or Pride of 
Birch, which are .o 
puſting to 


„ 


Snob. p our preſent Imaginu- 
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. your Deſire; I call it 
not Command—becauſe I know 
you too well to think you would 
impoſe. that as an indiſpenſable 
Duty, merely becauſe it is your 
Will, which is inconſiſtent with 

theſe. 
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How ſurpriſing, and apparently 
contradictory, are the Diſpenſations 


of divine Providence ! Would you 
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believe, that at the very moment 
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you was about to make your Pro- 


poſal to me, reſpecting the young 
Lady you mentioned, I was ſum- 
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moning to my aid all the Courage 
1 could, to ſtart a propoſat of a 
ecting a different 
Object—hoping the Attachment, 8 
my heart had ſecretly, but effsctu. ' | 
ally formed, Would have been x 
' crowned with your Approbation. 4 
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you will, no longer urge upon 
them an Object they cannot pre- 
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on your kind Indulgence, ſhould I 
take the liberty to add, that, if 


you were as well acquainted, as 


myſelf, with the amiable Perſon, 


who is the only impediment to 
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my Acquieſcence in your wiſhes, 
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in Principle and Sentiment, and not 
in that fluctuating and unſteady = 


thing, called Paſion. 5 or 21 
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I moſt ſincerely ſy 
ize with you in this {ad Diſap» 
pointment, 5 is What vou will 
naturally expect, and may 
to find. It is the leaſt offering 
my Friendſhip. can make to your 
Merit—but that, alas l is a poor 
Cordial. I will endeavour to ade 
to its Sweets hy acquainting y 
that, when Lady Portman com- 
municated the Hiſtory of the 
1 E 4 Affair 
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Affair, as it paſſed between your 
Father and yourſelf in all its par- 
Sages: to Miſs Beaufort, though 
| the was very ſenſibly. diſtreſſed, 
the aſſured her that it had heigh- 


rened your Character very much 
in her Efteern—it having been 
lied into her Mind, by her 
ex cellent Parent, as 2 firſt Prin- 
. | _ ciple of Conduct, never to purſue 

2 meaſu re of fo intereſting a Na- 

ture, in Oppoſition to thoſe, who 


have a moſt indiſputable right to 
have a Yorce, at leaſt, in that Caſe. 
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» LADY, Portman:was the eldeſt 
aughter of a Rev. Mr. Stanley, a 
mag, more reſpeQable for 
of his Character, 

than for the dignity of his Rank 
Family. 
as you may collect from the 
Name, and of no contemptible 

ortune ; which, however, when 
ivided among Nine Children, 
capld not be very conſiderable. 
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He had indeed great Expectations, 
founded on many Promiſes all 
which, as is too equently the 
caſe, with unobtrußve Merit, eva- 
porated in as many Diſappvint- 
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Taz original Reſidence of this 
Family was about Seven Miles 
diſtant from. the Grove—which ; 
occaſioned an Intimacy that ſub» 
ſiſted between the Families for 
ſeveral years—and they felt, what 
an ingenious Writer calls, the 
* Firſt Friengſup in the World,” 
that 
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chat nil ariſes ! in obs boſom of 
Families; the continual habi- 


tude of | being always ; together, 


and of conſidering that we are, as 


it were, of the ſame Blood, of the 
ſame Opinions, and of the ſame 
Intereſts. 


Mus. STANLEY was the moſt 
ſtriking inſtance I ever beheld of 


That ſweet Peace, 
& Which Goodnels boſoms ever.” 
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A living and uniform Example of 


expected to live, Upon the death 
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almoſt as much Virtue as can be 
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of Mr. Stanley, ſhe removed from 
the Parſonage; 5 and took a ſmall 
houſe in 2 very pleaſant ſpot i 10 
our Vicinity. Very ſoon after 
their being ſettled in it, our Fa- 
mily was the firſt that paid them 
a viſit of Condolence—and, to the 
honour of that Religion, of which 
ſhe was 4 real Ornament, I muſt 
confeſs that the moment IT faw 
her, ſhe reminded me of that 
beautiful 3 image of Shakeſpear, 


She ſat like Patience on 3 


4c monument, 


« Smiling at grief,” 
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All the female part of the Family 
were preſent on this oecahon ; 
and, among the reſt, the Subject of 
this little Memoir. Whether it 
was owing to that tender Senſa- 
tion, which ' almoſt neceſſatily 
ariſes in every feeling heart from 
2 ſight of Virtue and Amiablenefs 
in, Diftreſs, or from ſome. other 
Cauſe, I cannot determine but, 
true it is, that 1 felt a fort of 
Sympathy for Muſs Stanley, wh ich 
I ſhould be inclined to think, from 


the Impreſſion it left, very nearly 
1 allied to Love. 
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thetſoever 1 went and! in all om- 
pany ne ner ver falled to] ö prefent to my 
Idea the Object that had excited 


it. My Mind, in ſhort, grew: re eſt- 
leſs and diſſatisfied, but as Oppor- 
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tunities occurred of ſhewing every 
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loſe its real Situation; which 
indeed might be ſufficiently per- 
ceived, and which I had the Satis- 
faction to find rewarded with an 

equalReturn—exceptingouly, that 
it was thought an imprudent ſtep 
to encourage any affection of the 
kind without the Knowledge and 
Conſent of my Father, Sir Henry— 
whoſe Approbation ſhe much ſuſ- 
pefied ; and whoſe Diſapprobation, 
ſhe obſerved, muſt be an efettual 


bar to its Ac compliſhment, 
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Sus uttered theſe laſt ' words 
with an Emphaſis fo ſerious, and- 
yet ſo tender, that I found it ab⸗ 
ſolutely neceſſary; flotwithſtand- 
ing the Oppoſition I had reaſon to 
fear I ſhould meet with from my - 
Father, to be ingenuous with him, 

As I feared, ſo it happened. He 
heard me indeed with | Patience, 


but reſiſted my Inclinations with 
= Firnneſs:+ and, I ſhould tell you, 
that, Experience had taught me to 


look upon him as otie of that 
claſs of Men, who, having adopted 
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Weng! to my Father, and how it 


* 


had been received. My Counte- 


nance expreſſed more than all the 


powers of Eloquence - ſhe read 


my Mind in that almoſt infallible 
Index —and kindly told me, ſhe 


would not put me to the Pain of 
uttering, what ſhe too well diſ- 


cerned ; adding withall, that ſhe 
could never forgive herſelf for 
intruding 1 into a Family, the Har- 
mony and Felicity of which: ſhe 
ſhould be the unfortunate Inſtru- 


ment to diſturb. 
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et Sück Sentiment fall from her Tongue.“ 


Wi parted at this ſad Inter- 
view, with a ſolemn Declaration 
from her, that, though it would 
her higheſt Ambition 
and Happineſs, had all Circum- 


ſtances favoured their Connection, 
the muſt command my eternal 


Silence 3 
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I was going to expreſs myſelf 
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Agitation uſual in theſe Caſes, 

when ſhe aroſe haſtily from her 

Chair, and, aſſuring me that 

though they were the bittereſt 

words to herſelf, ſhe ever had 

Occaſion to utter, ſhe muſt intreat 

me to conſult a our mutual Hap- 

pineſs, by viſiting that houſe 10 

more. She allowed me only a 

moment, juſt to ſay, that, . I never 
would viſit any other”=—Her Eyes, 
I perceived, were flooding with 
Tears—ſhe gave me one Look 
more expreſſive than all the lan- 
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guage' of Oratory-and 
Yay. are by this time, a ſuffi- 
cient Judge of the Feelings of a 
Porſon in ſueh Cireumſtances, to 
anticipate: that I had ne Refuge 
from the * into which 1 
was | thrown, but to leave. the 
Kangdpma Which, 8 ſoon as 1 
zHondgd..it' to my F >. 
with his perfect Approbation—. 
le embraced, me in nis Arms 
commended mymanly R eſolution 
ag: told me I ſhpuld be provided 


1 7 J 
with every thing neceſſary for the 
Tour of Europe. 


Evxxy thing was cecordaifhy 
prepared with all poſlible Diſpatch. 
Think not however. that I had fo 
much ungenerous Inſenſibility in 
my Nature as to leave the Object, 
to whom my Heart and udgment 
were equally attached, without 
fore Memorial of the Intenſeneſs 
and Perpetuity of my Affection; 
which I conveyed in the follows 
ing lines, tho very Evening before 
my rs From England. 
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pret this indulgence to the Con- 
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victions of' my Mind, and the 
5 Feelings of my Heart, into an act 
of diſobedience to your Com- 
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mands— which, in any other in⸗ 
ſtance, I ſhould have been moſt 


happy to obey. 17 1 unk 340 ona 


Baxrshzp from an Object, in 
whom I behold eyery thing an 
attach and endear—and driven by 
cruel Neceſſity to ſeek an Aſylum 
in the ſight of perpetual Variety— 
I leave this Kingdom to-morrow 
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I shopr p perhaps attempt to 
deſcribe the poignancy of my Sen- 
ſibilities, upon this ſad Effort in 

; ſome 
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ſome T meaſure | to relieve them; 
were it not that I may peradven- 
ture be the Inſtrument of Uneafi- 


neſs to One, whom, of all others, I 
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MisTAKXE- me not, as if I 
meant to lay you under any Obli- 
ation, or Refiramt, Vou are 
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intirely at Liberty—only- it is a 
Pleaſure 1 choſe to g 


being, with more Eſteem and Re- 
gard than Words can expTe 
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I AacconniNGLy ſet off for 
: France=where I ſaw nothing but 
Folly, Diſſipation, and Infidelity, 
From [thence to Spain, which, was 
nothing but a com pound of Pridę 
and Supenſtition! both which, to 
give you my Opinion, are quite as 
. contemptible, and, not half ſo 
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harmleſs, as their antient Kuig hr. : 


Errantry which the renowned 
Author of Don Quixote has ſo in- 
geniouſly ridiculed. 
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I was glad enough to turli my 
back upon the tireſome Levity of 
the French, and the ſtupid forma- 
lity of the Spaniſh Dons, and to 
accelerate my motioris to Modern 
Rome here 1 might ſtand a 
Chance at leaſt of ſome Entertaih- 
ment from Taſte, Elegance, and 
Antiquity. There indeed I met 
with many an intellectual Feaſt; 


and, but for the Attachment 
which had originally driven me 
thither, and the enthuſiaſtic Pre- 


judice which every Engliſhman 


muſt 
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muſt feel for the civil and reli. 
gious Liber ties of his own Coun I 


try, I could have been contented 


to have ſpent my whole Life in 
this wonderous Spot, Where 


Nature herſelf has exhibited the 


moſt enchariting diſplays of the 
Sub/ime and Beautiful. 


Nzzp I write a Folio to aſſure 
you, that neither while 1 was 
ſurveying the aſtoniſhing Erup- 
tions of Mount Etna, the num- 
berleſs Curioſities of Her culaneum, 


ar the Trangſguration by Michael 
Angelo 


8 2 
Angelo in the, Vaticas could 1 
loſe ſight of an Object ever preſent, 
ever delightful, to the 3 of my 
Mind. 


2 99 


As I went thither, not to 0 ſtudy 
the Engliſh Language, nor to 
learn the Characters of Engl;/þ 
Men, I rather avoided, than 
ſought their Society. Nor ſhould 
I have formed one additional Ac- 
quaintance of that ſort, had not a 
Gentleman, a Connoiſſeur i in every 
branch of polite Literature, thought 
aer to addreſs, was f times 
in 


{ 56 
ir the Vatican. His repeated Con- 
verſations diſcovered ſo extenſive 
a Knowledge, and ſo fine a Taſte 
in all claſſical Science, as rendered 
the notice he ſhewed me both an 


Honour and an Acquiſition. 


Wrrz that proper Reſerve; 
which became my inequality of 
Age, 1 cultivated his Intimacy—e 
which he very condeſcendingty 
encouraged, and gave me a gene- 
ral Invitation. I ſoon found that 
tie had reſided many Vears in 
theſe parts; and was perfectly 
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intelligent in the whole Hiſtory 
of Europe. oo 

EITHER I flattered myſelf very 
much, or elſe I very ſoon perceived 
in him a growing Partiality for 
me, and an uncommon Satisfac- 
tion in endeayouring to furniſh 
my Mind with every valuable 
Idea, ſuited to the Meridian of 
this World, and to that parti- 
cular Sphere of Life, 1 in which he 
might think it moſt probable I 
ſhould move, 


Vor. II, s = 


| No wonder, ifI felt, in return, 
ü ſomething very like a filial Reſpect 


| for him—which indeed I took care 


to evidence upon every proper Op- 


* 


portunity. 
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Tux Period arrived, when I 


was to return to my native Coun- 
: try—nor did 1 feel the force of 
Attraction at all diminiſhed by 
Abſence, any more than Di 
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- from a certain Object; of whom, 
or from whom, I had never re- 
ceived a ſingle Intimation. Some 
= üttle 


) 


— 


( 99 ] 
little Concern, I muſt acknow- 
ledge, poſſeſſed my Mind it the 
thought of parting with my ex- 
cellent and intelligent Friend— 
which, when I mentioned to 
him, he very kindly told me, that 
I might be perfectly eaſy | upon 
that point, as he intended, with 
my Permiſſion, to accompany me 


to England himſelf. 


TiME and Circumſtances were 
mutually accommodated—and I 
ſhall reckon this Incident among 


the moſt agreable Memoirs of my | 


5 G 2 Life 
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that I ſhould, when you are in- 


Life—nor will you be ſurprized 


formed of the Sequel. 


* 


; : As we were on the road, Mr. 
Herbert, for that was his Name 
after a conſiderable pauſe, recalled 
my Attention, which had been 


wandering, as it frequently would, 


to former Scenes, by obſerving, 


in a very Sympathetic manner, 
that he had often remarked a 
certain Abſerattion of Mind,” which 


he faid was unuſual in Perſons 


of my years ; and which he feared 
LENO 25 might 


[ 1 ] 


might ariſe either from a conſti- 
_ tutional Gravity, or from ſome 


more tender Cauſe. 


THr1s unexpected Remark not a 
little confuſed me—which - my 
kind Friend no. ſooner perceived, 
than he attempted to remove, by 
_ aſſuring me, that, if he had con- 
jectured right, as Love he knew 
was of a fallative nature, it 

would give him Pleaſure that 1 
| ſhould indulge myſelf in that way, 
ent reſpecting the * of ** At- 


315 tachment. 
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Tu Manner, in which this was 
ſpoken, carried along with it ſuch 


intuitive Evidence of Sincerity and 


Ingenuouſneſs as determined me, 
almoſt before I was aware of it, 
to relieve my Mind, which had 
been fo long pent up, with an 
unreſerved Relation of its real 
State. In ſhort, I told him all my 
t tender Tale of Woe,” omitting 
only Names and Places. 
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- I snovrD be guilty of an act of 
injuſtice to Humanity and Genero- 
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ſity were I to conceal what will, 
perhaps, ſhock the unfeeling heart 
of a Stozic, that, during the courſe 
with delight, the Tears ſilently 
ſteal down the Cheek of my 
attentive Friend ſo far was 

Knowledge he had gained of the 
World from rendering him inſen- 
ſible to Feelings, which are an Ho- 
nour to human Nature in every 


Stage and in every Situation of 


of my little Narrative, I ſaw, 
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Object of their Eſteem and Love, 
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Wr my Story was finiſhed, 
the firſt remark he uttered was 
in a ſtyle of Panegyric, upon the 
uncommon Prudence and Reſolu- 
tion of the young Lady—adding, 
that, in his opinion, it was out 
of her power to have given me 
a more inconteſtible Proof of the 
Value, as well as of the Truth, of 
her Affection for me: for, when 
2 Perſon can facrifice their own 
Vanity, Advantage, and other 
Gratifications, for the ſake of the 


FS 


It 


1056 ) 
it is an infallible Sign that they 
are conſulting, not the Satigſaction 
of a Moment, but the real Felicity 
of Life depending more for Hap» 
pineſs upon a Conſcroufnefs of ha- 
ving done right, than upon any 
other favourable Circumſtances 
which may be derived from an 
imprudent, though ever 8 defirable 
22 


SCARCE * this laſt word 
dropped from his Lips, when we 


arrived at the Spot where it be- 
came mea for us to take dif- 


ferent 
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| ferent routẽs; but hefore we 


parted, I received, not merely a 
prefling Invitation, but a ſolemn 
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terial occurred to prevent it, 1 
; mould ſpend ſome time at F Poreft- 
Lodge on that Day Month. To 
this I agreed and we parted. 
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Wr will paſs over, in filence, 
that affecting Scene which neeeſ- 
farity ariſes from a firſt Interview 
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n 
in Families, which have not 
adopted the faſhiongble mode of 
Inſenſibility to domęſtie Endear- 
nent not becauſe I think you 
have a ſoul unformed for Sympa- 
thy, but becauſe I would haſten 
to the Concluſſſ of this little 
Hiſtory— which has deen drawn 
out already to ſuch an unexpected 


length. 


I PERFORMED my Promiſe very 
faithfully, and was at Foreff-Lodge 
on the Day appointed where 1 
was very affectionately received 

| by 


by my kind Friend. In my occa- 

ſional Excurſions into the Neigh- 
bourhood, I found all his Tenants 
in a rapture of Joy at his Return. 
It ſees he has a very large Eſtate 
in this Country, of which he has 
bben in 'poſleflion for theſe fires 
years; and has never raiſed 3 
ſingle: Farm; ſo that the Holders 

are eaſy and happy. 113 


Ir may be ſaid of him, that 

1 his Merit in every Occurrence 
ſecures! Eſteem. An Air of 
Juſtice: and Benignity ſhines 
— through 


[ 109 1 


through is: whole Condudt,—his 
ee in every thing 3 is at 
once generous and diſcreet — he 
has devoted five hundred pounds 
a year to Benevolent pur piſes the 
charge of his Houſhold 1s propor- 
tioned to his Income — and his 
Bills are paid with exactneſs once 
a Month—that no honeſt Tradeſ- 
man may be injured by his Delay. 
—His Compaſſion is equal to his 


Juſtice—never has he been ſeen 


to turn away from a Spectacle of 
Pity—never has he ſhut his Ears 
to the voice. of the diftreſled— : 
never 


1110 
never, by an infolent Reproach, 
ſilenced the cries of Poverty, nor 
deferred his bounty to the neceſſi · 
tous. | | 


«© SEVERAL reſpeQtable Clergy» 
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men, with large Families and {mall 
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Incomes, have already experienced 
his Generofity, and had reaſon to 
bleſs their kink m 
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1 SHOULD* not have been 'thus 
particular | in the delineation of 
his Character, had I not collected 
the Materials from thoſe who 
know him beſt; many of whom 
would have been the firſt to repte- 
ſent it in a very different light, 
had he deſerved it | 


4 On Eagle” s Wings n Scandals fly, 
While virtuous Aims are but born to dec. 2 


Our Evening, as we were ſit 
| ting at an agreable Tere a Teie, 
uy 


L 112 ] 
my 18 Friend ſaid, He hoped 
it would be no indelicacy to in- 
quire after the young Lady ; and 
whether I had ſeen her fince my 
return to England 2” The Sud- 


denneſs of the queſtion threw 


| me off my guard—and, though I 
had in duſtriouſſy concealed her 
Name hitherto, I replied, «] 
had had the Happineſs of ſeeing 
Miſs Stanley in perfect health, a 


few days before I came hither.” 
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_ I 84Aw the miſtake, when it was 
too late 'to remedy it—when he 


imme- 
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inmediarely exclaimed, «© Miſs 
Stanley what Miſs Stanley | is that, 
Sir? of what Family, and of what 
Plage?” N 2% 21g lz 8b 


1 wi perplexed at theſe Inter- 


rogations beyond meaſure—deter- 


mined; however, to be open and 


ingenuous, I anſwered them with 
Simplicity and Truth. 


* 


Mx friend ſtarted from his 
chair — © Afoniſhing, eried he | 
Is it poſſible Do I hear, or do 


I dream ?—Can it be, that the 
Vor. II. - = young 
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J 114 ] 
young Lady, who has been the 
Subject of your Diſtreſs, and of 

bur intereſting Converſation in 
ſeveral parts of Europe, ſhould 
prove to be the nearef, though 
ſomewhat diffant Relation I have 
living. Surprizing - Incident !— 
Pray let me hear your whole Nar- 
rative, about which I have felt 
fo much Solicitude, repbated from 
beginning to end—that I may be 
thoroughly ſatisfied fo ſtrange 
a Concurrence of Events is in- 
deed no Viſion of che brain!“ 


I coM- 


E 


1 coin with his wiſhes 
rehearſed my ſtory — which left 
him muſing in a ſtate of Wonder 
and Reflection, in which fſitu- 
ation he continued, till we retired 


to our ſeparate Rooms. 


Wr were taking our uſual 
ſtroll the next Morning, and con« 
verſing upon a variety of Subjecte, 
when my amiable Friend ſud- 
denly ſtopped ſhort; and told 
me, he had a Propoſal to make, 
to which he ſhould be ſorry if 1 
2 - ma 


1 
had any Objection. I was all 
Curioſity, - you, may be, ſure, to 
know. what that propoſal. could 
poſſibly be; and I told him, it 
could hardly enter into my Idea, 
to object to any thing he might 
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_ Werr, then, continued hey I 
have been ruminatmg much upon 


this extraordinary incident of my 
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Miſs Stanley —It has been, I will 
not ſay, a diſagreable interruption 
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to my, Repoſe—and, I have now 
EO EY formed 
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I 

formed a Reſolution, in which I 
ſhall need your Aſſiſtance, to in- 
dulge myſelf in a little innocent 
Deception. I have it. in Deſign, 
with your conſent,” to put the 
Attachment and Integrity of my 
Relation to the Teſt, — to that 
end I will ſee her myſelf, and 
offer another Perſon, with ſuch 


Advantages 'as muſt* be 4 fevers 


Temptation to any thing but the 


moſt generous Sin cerity,” 


FF 


Surrrcg it to ſay, that you 


as appear in Maſquerade, and 
HZ perſonate 
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K 
perſonate a different Character 
upon this Occaſion— and, aſſuming 
all the diſguiſe of Manter, Voite, 
and Dreſs, you poſſibly can, obey 
my Orders, and leave the Ma- 
nagement of this Buſineſs entirely 


to me. 


I consE TED. —My Friend ace 
cordingly paid his viſit to the 
Stanley Family — enquired partie 
cularly into their Affairs and Fi- 


nances, fince the Father's Death, 


and profeſſed the warmeſt defire 
to ſhew his Regard to their Inte- 
5 reſts 


L wg 1 


reſts and Happineſs—and in order 


to prove it, he told Miſs Stanley, 


to whoſe Perſon and Elegance 


he paid ſome Compliments, that 


he had a Propoſal to make to her, 
which he had no doubt would 
meet with her cordial Acceps 


tance, 


dhe bluſhed—and was ſilent.“ 


Te be plain, continued he, I 
have à young Gentleman in my 
eye, for whom I have ele higheſt 
Eſteem, and who merits all the 


eſteem I can entertain for him. 


'H 4 It 
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It would be an additional Happi- 
neſs to my Life, to ſee him ſur- 


rõunded with all the natural 
means of earthly Felicity; and 1 
know - of no Perſon fo' likely to 
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ſecure it as yourſelf. Let me 


therefore hope for your Coneur- . 


—— 
=_— 
-7.- 
—— 
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and, as ſoon as ſhe could recover 
Fortitude: enough to reply, ſaid, 
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with a Tone of voice pecuharly- 
energetic, J am much obliged, 
dir, by the Partiality you ſhew 

I- me; 
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me, but indeed my Femplianey 
is inafte, ret 


Rong however, he urged his. 
Propoſal —| enumerating at the 
ame time a Multitude of circum- 
ſtances maſt likely, in his appre- 
henſion, at leaſt, to gain her Con- 
ſent, To which ſhe replied in 
the ſame /aconic and deciſive. 
ſtyle, < Forgive me, Sir, but in- 
deed it is impoflible.” 


Mr Friend at length concluded 
his Viſit, with affuring her that 
| he 
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11 
he ſhould not receive this as her 
final Anſwer, but leave that to 
the more ſerious Deliberation of a 
| ſew days— When he mould take 
the liberty of introducing Colonel 


Meadows to the Famil y—and- ex- 
pect the pleaſure of finding an 
Alteration in her Judgment | in his 


Favoui . 


Ar the next Viſit, I was intro- 
duced as ſuch—fo intirely i guiſed, 
that I immediately perceived there 
was neither Diſcovery nor Suſpicion 
inth - leaſtdegtee of wy real Perſon. 

f | Mr. 


( 23 1 
Mr. Herbert was pleaſed to ſay 
every thing more than civil—and: - 
we fell into eaſy and general Con- 
verfation. He | waited, I faw, 
with ſome Anxiety for a con- 
venient opportunity to renew his 
Propoſal, and to expreſs his hopes 
of Miſs Stanley's Approbation. 
Taz Predicament, in which I 
ſtood at this moment, was both 
critical and awkward. The Pro- 
poſal, in my preſence, was atol-· 
ward, becauſe apparently indeli- 
cate—and the Iſſue of it extremely 
© critical, 
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mine her Fidelity, and my Fate. 


ing a direct Reply to Mr. Herbert, 
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critical, as it was at once to deter- 
e723 ien ban RS vo. 
WHAT were my, Emotions, 
think you, when, inftead of mak- 


the. addrefled her ſelf to Me to, the 
following effect Jam very ſen- 
ſible of the Kindneſs and Honour 
intended me by an Alliance with 
yu, Sir and have no other rea- 
ſon, to offer, why it ſhould not be 
moſt chear fully aceepted on my: 


part, but that my Afe#1ong\ and 
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Judgment have been ſome time 
8 | | Pre- 
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grrerngageu.—and, Ihm perſuaded 
that no Gentleman of Fruth and 
Integrity can wiſh to interrupt 
the; Peace of a Mind, ſo circhm+ 
ſtanced—eſpecially when he is 
told, that however undeniable his 
own Merit may be, his, Solicita- 
tions muſt be in vai, 
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118 
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Ar the Concluſion of this 
Speech, which was delivered with 
a mixture oſ Reſolution and Tre- 
mour, as I was playing the Actor, 
I knew not whether to appear 
charmed or perplexed ;==had I con- 

ſulted 


have been raviſhed - but I was 
nee 8 to N ature, 

by lamenting my unfortunate Dij- 
appointment, and moſt fincerely 
g, that, the much envied 


of her Preferetivce might 
never forfeit the Happineſs with 
which ſhe had diſtinguiſhed him. 
13 E 8 SS * 


t 


£1 -- . Y 
- © / p OR » 4362. 4 
- 9 * 9 * 
1 232 «4 4 ®4 - 35» Bide * „ I + 
2 
- 
” r = 
» ** * 4 # * <4 * 
i 3 7 . ? 


„ * r N way" F Es 
IN CONTINUATION. 
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0 WEN the Curtain was drawn 
upon this intereſting Sceiie the 
Converſation took a general turn; 
and the Time was agreably em- 
ployed in Muſie, inſtrumental and 


vocal, till we parted. 


InsrzaD of returning Home 
that evening, my Friend propofed 
to ſtop on the road, and fleep that 
Night at Aſford; I had premiſes 


to 


16 } 

to be paſſively obedient, and there- 
fore was all Acquieſcence, and my 
good Friend in high ſpirits, at the 
conduct of the whole Tranſaction 
—conceiving it next to impoſſible 
that ſuch a Diſguiſe could have 
paſſed off ſo entirely unſuſpected. 


We met the next Morning at 
the uſual time to break faſt when 
I naturally imagined that the firſt 
Motion would be to proſecute our 
Journey homewards : inſtead of 
| which, good Mr. Herbert told me he 


had arfreſh Propoſition to make — 
| and 


? 
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and immediately producing a 
Letter from - his. Pocket, which 
he delivered into my hand ſealed, 
defired, without aſking any fur- 
ther queſtions, I would convey it 
in Perſon, but in the ſame Diſguiſe 
in which I had hitherto appeared, 

into the Hands of the Lady to 
whom it was addrefled—and he 


would wait for my Return. 


It was addreſſed to Miſs Stanley. 


IGNORANT as I was of its Con- 
tents, I moſt chearfully obeyed— 
and flew upon the Wings of Love 

Vor, II. I to 
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to execute my Commiſſion, Upon 
my beivg -uthered into the Par- 
lour, I perceived à general Con- 
cern depicted in the Countenan- 
tes of this amiable Family; 
alarmed at the apprehenſion of 
ſome Evil that might have be- 
fallen their Relation, of whom 
they particularly enquired. 


I RELIEVED their Anxiety, by 
affuring them, I left him perfectly 
well but a few; Miles off — and 
that he doubted not the Con- 
tents of that Letter, which he 

had 
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had been charged to deliver to 
Miſs Stanley in Perſon, would 
ſufficiently accopnt for this Ins 
truſion. . 


Mrss Stanley received the Let- 
ter from my hands with that Cau- 
tion and Delicacy, which gave dig- 
nity to her Charms—and then 
delivered it to Mrs. Stanlęy to open, 
which the directly returned tg 
her lovely Daughter, with that 
Confidence, which evidently bee 
ſpoke the high Opinion ſhe enter: 
tained of her Propriety. 

i SHE 


Su then broke the ſeal—and 
began to read the Contents. — 
Scarce could ſhe have read more 
than a few lines, when "IM Coun- 
tenance was ſurprixingly altered. 
—Scarce had ſhe read a few more, 
when ſhe fixed her Eyes upon me 
in a moſt critical and inquifitive 
Manner. — She would have re- 
turned to her Letter again, but it 
was gradually falling from be- 


tween her fingers, and ſhe berſelf 
fell back upon the Chair. 
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EVERY body in the Room was, 
by this time, in the utmoſt Con- 
ſternation: nor was the Myſtery 
of all this much leſs to me than 
to any Individual preſent. Upon 
Miſs Stanley's being recovered, ſo 
far as to recollect herſelf, ſhe in- 
treated Mrs. Stanley to peruſe that 
wonderful Letter, as ſhe called it. 


Snzx read it with great Compo- 
ſure; and then addreſſing herſelf 
to me with an Aſpect and Tone 
which betrayed my being diſco- 

I 3 vered, 


1 34 J 
vered, Pray Colonel Meadows,” 
ſaid the, * how long is it ſince 
you changed your Family Name ? 
and for what goad Fortune may 1 
havs the pleafhre of giving you 
Joy en that Actount 2" 


Hud I bees aſked te render a 
Philoſophical Azcouht of the Ori- 
gi bf Boil it bould not haye em- 
barrafſed me more than this Queſ- 
tied Was. compelled to ammaſt: 
n Y own Defence and, in. 
966 WES I Had been thrown, 
bow — e&Þ began 
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began to expreſs my Solicitude to 


know the cauſe of Miſs Stanley's 
Agitation from the fight of bar 
Letter. 


THE Letter was immediately 
put into my hand- an exact Copy 
of which I now tranſcribe You. 
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CHARLES HERBERT, E. 
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MISS. STANLEY 
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IKNO W of nothing that can 
render Exiſtence either an Honour 
or a Pleaſure to a Being of Reaſon 
and Humanity, but Religion and 


Benevolence, 


fowl 
Ir is upon the latter of theſe 
Principles that I take the Liberty 
of indulging. the Satisfaction 1 
feel, in endeavouring to over- 


whelm vou with a bleafing Sur- 
fr i 
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WHEN you have read thus far, 
take, if poſſible, an , unobſerved, 
but very critical view of the Bea- 
rer of theſe Lines—and, ſee if 
you cannot diſcover in - him an 
Omen, wha: ge never, meant, 
with ſuch. inexorable firmneſs, to 


refuſe. 
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granted, be Kölbl. of an imme- 
diate Zleration in the Mite of 


your Mind— nor need you Blufh't to 
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I order to wake you the Aitrle 
Amends in k my power; For this 
Anklety T may have © oecaffoned, 
tha Which was onty intended to 
Se B ten yoilr Felittty-1 ito 
you' What 1 hope WIII prove Tt 
happy 
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happy Inſtrument of confumma- 
ting your utmoſt Wiſhes. # | 


Tur Delicary of your Mind 


may perhaps be too ftiuch affected 
with this unexpected inſtance of 


my Regard — but I have heard 
your Story—l admire your Ge- 
neroſity, and muth more your 
Choice. Mr. Portman is equally 
worthy of your Affection, and 


Incloſed was a draft upon Mr, Herbert 
for Ten thouſand Pounds on the day Miſs 
Stanly gaye her hand to Mr. Portman. 
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we 


of my Friendſhip. You will now 
have it in your Power to re- 
move the only Objection which 
oppoſed your Union, and to re- 
ward the Fidelity of the Son with 
the. ſatisfactory Conſent of the 
Father. 


as ? 


Is the full Proſpect of this ge- 
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neral Harmony and Joy, 
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„ Tam, Madam, 
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CHARLEs HERBERT, 
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Tux utmoſt powers of Imagi- 
nation can hardly conceive the 
compoſition of Aſtoniſhment and 
Delight, with which we were all 
enchanted, when we had reco- 
vered to any tolerable degree of 


Compoſure : overcome, as we were 


by turns, with the noble Libe- 


rality of Mr Herbert—the Grati- 


tude of our feelings—the peculiar 
kind of Manner in which this 


whole Affair was conducted and 


the Deſire of expreſſing the mu- 


tual 
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tual Satisfaction which poſſefſed 
our Minds on this Event. 


IT was agreed, however, at laſt 
that we ſhould fit down, with all 
the Calmneſs we could command, 


and diate a Letter to our gene- 


rous Friend — the Contents of 


which are too intereſting, to my- 
ſelf at leaſt, not to feel an Incli- 


nation to communicate them to 


you—Here they are. 
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FROM A HAPPY FAMILY 


— 2 * 7 3 hb. 
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TO 


A NOBLE FRIEND. 


LITERALLY ſpeaking, you 
Have almoſt killed us with your 
Kindneſs, —Exceſs of Joy may be 
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as inſupportable to the Weakneſs 
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of human Nature, as exceſs of 
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Grief — and, we are ſure, that, 


if the latter cannot be expreſſed 
upon 
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upon many occaſions, when it is 
moſt felt, it is certainly ſo with 
the former, upon the preſent Oc- 


caſion. 


W have been wiſhing and 
labouring to ſay ſomething ade- 
quate to the ſuperlative Senſe we 
all have of your extraordinary 
Goodneſs—we long to convey to 
your Mind ſome faint Conception, 
at leaſt, of your great Generoſity 
of our own Gratitude — and of 
that univerſal Happineſs for which 


We 


£3" 


k ibs } 
we ate all ſo much indebted to 


oy 2 7 * 
Mig 10 VIitlhl Ot) -* 
you. | EX | 


Bur we can find no Language 
equal to this arduous taſk—if you 
would know What we feel, you 
muſt come and /e it—which will 
be an adaitiondl degree to our, even 
now, unſpeakable Felicity. 

We have detained your Colonel 
Meadows — our Mr. Portman — 


from a thorough” Perſuaſion that 
you will not refuſe this united and 
Wo II. K earneſt 


« * . 4 * * 4 * - ”» 
— — 949.95 


1 146 ] 


earneſt Suit of all preſent—but ef. 
pecially of 


Your moſt grateful _ 
„„ And obedient 


CHARLOTTE STANLEY, 


[50003 wes 

Tux Meſſenger of theſe lines 
received Orders to fly; with all 
ſpeed— nor to return, if poſſible, 
| without Mr. Herbert. The Bene- 
volence 


1 2 1. 
volence of whoſe heart induced 
him to come as quick as Time 
could bring him to us. 


Tux combined Efforts of Poetry, 
Painting, and Eloguence could ne- 
ver repreſent this Scene of happi- 
neſs, at our firſt Interview; we 
could no otherwiſe expreſs our 
Senſations but in Tears. Suffice 
it to ſay—lIt proyed no difficult 
matter to prevail on Him to take 
up his abode with them for a few 
days. in the courſe of which time 
1 rejated this uncommon Incident 
K 2 to 
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: to ; my Father WHO roſe u p im- 
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-mediately, and went over to pay his 
Reſpects to this extraordinary Cha- 
racter - who ſeized the firſt mo- 
ment to ſay, how much Satisfaction 

it would give him to ſee this Buſi- 

neſs finally ſettled before his De- 


parture. 


To this Propoſition there was 
no diſſenting voice—every thing 
was adjuſted—which terminated 

in that Union and Felicity that 
has ſince been my uninterrupted 
Lot —excepting that my Father 


did 
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did not long ſurvive the happy 
Iſſue of all theſe an, Cir- 
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ded 
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I Have only to hope that the 
little Anxiety, which, has given Tr rife 
to this long Narrative, will be 
crowned with the ſame bort 


Concluſion—and am, 


. moſt ſincere RES 


Hor 


Vour affeQionate 
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B. Pox TMAN. 
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DEAR SIR, 


I Musr gs I thought it 
long, ſince 1 "rad the Pleaſure of 
ſeeing your hand-writing, — but 


you have more than amply repaid 
all 
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all my Expectation and Patience. 
I had rather have waited thrice 
the time than have been deprived 
of. ſo entertaining a Narrative. 
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Ir is the peculiar Proyinoe, 
they ſay, af. Lovers and Friends, 
to relieve, or at leaſt to leſſen, if 
poſſible, aur Anxieties by Anti- 
cipation— you have indeed entered 
ſo deeply into the Solicitudes of 
my Mind, that, it would be ſu- 
perfluous were I to expatiate on 
them and you have adminiſtered 
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(E 
ſo much Cordial to my Hopes as 
deſerves all "the thanks it is“ in 
my Power to render, Vou may 
be ſure my Heart refdices in the 
happy Iflue of the ſurprizing Cir- 
oumſtances you”have'ttlated.” and 

moſt fincerely echots to your Kind 

With, that my preſent Rate of 
Perplexity en min as much 
in * e, a 


4 2 [ 
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kt as 


I covrp with, py in one re- 
ſpect, at leaſt, my Situation were 


more like yours, than it is to 
; A act 


„ 
act with any appearance of Myſtery 
or Diſimulation, which in my 
caſe is almoſt inevitable, muſt be 
particularly diſtreſſing to an inge- 
nuous Mint 
Hoe M8 18 
I SHALL however ſatisfy my- 
ſelf, tat you will, without abſo- 


lutely diſcloſing all that I have 


communicated to you, exculpate 
me to Lady Portman from every 
ſuſpicion of want of Generoſity 
and Honour. The Poſſibility of 
ſome Alteration in the preſent ſtate 
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1 "iis be POR much 
more unhappy than I am upon 
this Diſappointment; had J not 
Nele ction enough to recollert that 
there! are, at this inſtant, thou- 
fands of our Fellow - Crratures in 
the World, ſtruggling with the 
forms ob Adverſity, without: find- 
ing any Relief from the Society or 
Beneyelence of Men like them- 


20 | ſelves. 
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ſelves. A conſideration this, which 


while it operates, cannot but ad- 


miniſter ſome Support to the agi- 
tated Mind of, 


My dear friend, 


Vour much obliged 


And faithful, 


E. SEYMOUR. 
"A ? « 5 : * 
, } * . " | 
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LADY PORTMAN, 
gin eben. Abbey. 


DEAN Liby PORTMAN, 
ek. are at laft ſet- 
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tled, eb our dear Louiſa 


ſince the Commencement of this 


Buſineſs, ſhe is quite transformed 
celM into 


1 157 ] 
into a Miſs Thoughtful. I told 
her, indeed, that ſhe could not plead 
her Vivacity now for not writing s 
but ſhe inſiſted upon it, that 1 


ſhould be her secretary on this 


Occaſion, and acquaint you, that, 
we are all ſummoned expreſs from 
the Abbey, to celebrate her Wed- 
| ding at Sir George Melmouth's, this 
day Month. My F ather means to 
accompany us, and has wrote to 
Town to prepare a Houſe for ;our 
Reception. 
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AT: hives ad thought of my 


Heart that I wiſh to conceal from 
you—l -can hardly refrain from 
acknowledging, that, I never ſee 
or hear any thing of his ſort 
going forward, but it reminds me 
of a certain agreable Stranger. 
You will know how to decypher 
this Aﬀociation of Ideas, 'without 
my adding any thing more on fo 
delicate a Subject unleſs it be to 
ſay, that, there has been ſome- 
thing in this Affair too myſterious 
= for 


[ 159 1 
for my | Comprehenſion. Vou, 
3 perhaps, may be able to throw 4 
little Light upon it—if not, I 
muſt be indebted to an old Inter- 
preter, called Time, to unveil it to 


my Mind. 


Ir I am not to be indulged with 
a Line from you within ten days, 
I ſhall have left this Place, —but 
1 hope to hear from you before— 
otherwiſe I ſhall fend you word, 
almoſt immediately after my Arri- 


val, where to addreſs me in 
Town, 
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Town. In the mean while, be- 


PR 


eve me, as cer, ,... 
1 . N 8 | 
0 Moſt affectionately 

| Yours, . 


+... ELiza BEAvFORT. 
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1 SHALL certainly begin to 
call the Family of the Carterets, 


lee 
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the matrimonial Family. 
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Paay remind Louiſa of her 
Obligations to the Grove, which, 
Poets tell us, has always been 
favourable to Lovers. Though 
T ſhall not be preſent on the day 
you mention, I ſhall moſt cer- 
tainly with the Parties all the 
Happineſs that ſtate was origi- 
nally Waage to „ eee 


„ 


| rh. 


* 


You know how much I admire 
our great Engliſh Poet, Alton— 
and 


1 163 J 
and how happy I ſhould be, 
could I always expreſs my Sent1- 
ments in his words. Who can 
take a reflective View of the pre- 
ſent mode of conjugal Life, with- - 
out lamenting the Want of what 
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he ſo elegantly deſcribes, when 
he repreſents our firſt Parent re- 
lating to the Angel, what it was, 
that ſo much charmed him, in 
Heaven' laftbeft gift, his lovely Eve. 


= OE 


6 Neither her Outſide, form'd ſo fair nor 
et ought 
- 80 much * me, as thoſe graceful 


«* Acts, 
L 2 46 Thoſe 


( 1h ] 
« Thoſe thouſand Decencies—that daily 


* flow 


5 0 rom all- her Words and Aftions, mix d 
FI = with Love, 
T And ſweet Compliance; which declare 

of -unfeign'd 15 | 55 
% Union of Mind, or in us both one Su¹t,t 
Harmony to behold in wedded Pair, 
More grateful than harmonious ſound 


at. oft ragt dota: dl 187. 


Bur you will perhaps think 
me cruel in dwelling ſo long, and 
in ſuch tender ſtrains, upon 4 
Subject, which you appr ized me, 


excites a particular train of Ideas 


in 


[05 ©] 

in your Mind. As to the Myſtery 
to which you refer, indeed, my 
dear Elixa, it is almoſt as deep 
a one to me, as to yourſelf— 
only I obſerve that there is {till a 
kind of ſecret Correſpondence kept 
up between Sir Beaumont and 
your agreable. Stranger, as you 
continue to ſtyle him — determined, 


I ſuppoſe, never to exchange that 


Title but for a more agreable one. 


Time, I dare ſay, will unfold the 


whole —in the Interim, do not 


think me unfeeling if I adviſe you 
to ſit | _ 
NIX L 3 Like 
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Like Patience on a Monument.“ 


'T navs, however, really inter- 
reſted myſelf ſo far in this Affair, 
without either Commiſſion or Per- 
miſſion from you, as to fiſh very 
ſeriouſly to gain ſome Informa- 
tion but you know his method 
of clapping his finger upon his 
Lips—in which caſe he never de- 
parts from his Paneiple: of pro- 
found e 5 


Var likely it might have been 
quite as prudent in me, had 1 
ved 


1 67 ] 


obſerved the ſame Principle— 


while there remains any Myſtery 


in this buſineſs ;—but I have at 
preſent too flattering an Opinion 


of my own Diſcernment, to con- 


ceive any thing but what is 
honourable in the Conduct of Mr. 


Seymour, and fortunate for you. 


Trovcr I have detained your 


Attention much longer upon this 


Idea than I propoſed, I am per- 


ſuaded you have Prudence and 
Reſolution enough to divert it 
continually to that variety of 


L 4 agreable 
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agreable Objects with which you 
are ſurrounded but for this, I 
ſhould have been more reſerved 
as it is my moſt unfeigned Deſire, 
upon every incident that concerns 
your Happineſs, to prove myſelf 
mor than by Words, wp elf. 


* 14 0 


Deareſt Eliza, 


Vour ſincere Friend, 


CHARLOTTE PORTMAN, | 


MISS 


L 169 } 


* 


MISS BEAUFORT 


T © 
LADY PORT MAN. 


Saville- Roto. 


WE arrived all perfectly ſafe 
in this ſcene of Confuſion and 
Hurry. — Oh how unlike the 


peaceful and retired ſweets of 


Rural Felicity! It will require 
* Pi ſome 


[. 150 ] 


ſome time to reduce our Spirits to 


any tolerable Compoſure, — You 
muſt not therefore be ſurprized to 
meet with a fortuitous jumble 
of Atoms, inſtead of a regular 
Epiſtle. | 


. QuR firſt Viſit was of courſe to 
the Melmouth Family which, ex- 
cepting a certain degree of Hau- 
tour, more, perhaps, in Appearance 
than Reality, is the moſt agreable, 
intelligent, and accompliſhed Fa- 
mily, 1 expect to find in this 


Air THEY 


E 


Tuxr have repeatedly apolo- 
gized to us for not having invited 
or encouraged us to attend the 
Places of public Reſort not that 
there was any Occafion for it, as 
we are amply furniſhed with 
every kind of rational Amuſe- 
ment under their own Roof they 
value themſelves indeed upon 
not being indebted to external 
Reſources for their Entertain- 
ment. They look upon it as one 
of the moſt melancholy Symp- 
toms of the Times, that the laſt 

place, 


. 172 J 
place, in which People think of 
ſeeking or finding Pleaſure, is— 
af Home. ” 


Mx Father, who is devout: 
from Principle, as well as Pro- 
| faſon—who has a Taſte, as well 
as 2 Name, for Piety — is de- 
lighted, whenever this Subject is 
introduced—as he hopes it will 


confirm in our Minds the excel- 
| lent. Lectures he has repeatedly 
giyen us in private, | 


. * 3 1 1 
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Cont 

by 2 
AM no gloomy Miſanthrö- 
piſt, my dear Children,“ He will 
often ſay to us „ no Enemy to 
chearful and innocent Delights 
but, in a Land of Levity and diſ- 
ſipation, like this, it will be diffi- 
cult for you to partake of any of 
its Public Amuſements with Inno- 
cence; true Virtue 18 of a chaſte 
and delicate Nature — ſuch. as 
every female Mind ought to be— 
and, if it be ſafe and adviſeable to 
err at all, it is more ſafe and advi- 
ſeable to err on the ſide of extreme 


Caution 


1 174 J 
Caution — ard, you may believe 


me, when I aſſure you, that, the 
more this Kind of pleaſure is pur- 
ſued and enjoyed, the more nece/- 
ſary thoſe pleaſures become to our 
Happineſs, and at the ſame time 


lefs ſatisfying. 4 


| 3 leaden Iteration reigns, 

« And ever muſt, o'er thoſe whoſe Joys 
i” are joys . 1 
Of Senſe,” ——— 

Tuus would he proceed with 
a Countenance full of the moſt 
amiable and benevolent Anxiety— 

leſt 


175 J 
leſt we ſhould ſhipwreck our 
real Happineſs upon this Rock ; 
againſt which ſo many have ſplit 
their little Bark, in ſearch of 
earthly Bliſs. But I muſt arreſt 
my Pen, and recolleR, that, whilſt 
it is running on with ſo much Ra- 
pidity, I may be treſpafling upon 
the Time and Attention of my 
Friend. I ſhall need no other 
Apology for taking leave of you 
at preſent, with aſſuring you that 
Jam, 1 2 8 
Vour very affectionate, 
EL Iz A BEAUFORT. 
© LADY 


1 176 ] 


LADY PORT MAN 


T 0 


1 1 88 BEAUFORT. 


e 


The Grove. 


MX DEAR FRIEND, _ 
I HAVE lately met with an 


ingenious and elegant Writer, who 


ſays that all our Pretenſions in 
this Iſland to Friendſhip, are to be 
aſcribed to Vanity and Romance. 
Yo, I diſlike 


11 

I diſlike the Opinion very much; 
as it ſerves to furniſh thoſe, who 
are deſtitute of this moſt amiable 
Virtue, with an Apology for 
their want of the higheſt Orna- 
ment of human Natute, next to 


Religion. 


 NoTw1THSTANDING thisſtrange 
Sentiment, advanced by an other- 
wiſe agreable and intelligent Aus 
thor, I ſhall take leave to ſay, 
that, neither from Vanity, nor from 
Romance, but from the Friendſhip 
of an affectionate Heart, do I con- 


Vor. II. M gratulate 
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LADY PORTMAN 


T 0 
11S REXD FORT. 
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The Grove. 


My DEAR FRIEND, 11 1 


J HAVE lately met with an 
ingenious and elegant Writer, who 
ſays that all our Pretenſions in 
this Iſland to Friendſhip, are to be 
I | ribed to Vanity and Romance. 
ran I diſlike 


1 161] 

1 diſlike the Opinion very much; 
as it ſerves to furniſh thoſe, who 
are deſtitute of this moſt amiable 
Virtue, with an Apology for 
their want of the higheſt Orna- 
ment of human Nature, next to 


Religion. 


 NoTwI1THSTANDING this ſtrange 
Sentiment, advanced by an other- 
wiſe agreable and intelligent Aus 
thor, I ſhall take leave to ſay, 
that, neither from Vanity, nor from 
Romance, but from the Friendſhip 
of an affectionate Heart, do I con- 


Vor. II. M gratulate 


( 162 ] 
gratulate you on the excellent 
Character of Lady Melmouth— 
which I am ſorry to ſay, from 
your Repreſentation of it, is too 
much of an Unique in the faſhion- 
able World. 


THERE never ſurely was an 
Age, in which it was more expe· 
dient for young People of both 
Sexes, who mean to conſult their 
future Happineſs in Life, to be 
very Cautious in forming Connec- 
tions. And yet, in the courſe of 
my little Obſervation during my 

ſhort 


EF 03 ] 
ſhort annual Reſidence in the Me- 
tropolis, I have remarked, with 
ſome ſecret Concern, that the Ob- 
ject has been either the Quantity 
or the Variety or the Rank but 
leaſt of all, the Character of the 
Acquaintance, moſt Perſons have 


been ambitious to form. 


Ir may, perhaps, be difficult in, 
ſome meaſure to avoid an Exceſs 
of company—but, can we be ſo 
blind, as not to perceive the num- 
berleſs Inconveniences ariſing from 
that too prevailing Taſte of the 
a Times, 


1 364 1 


Times, of ſacrificing every do- 
meſtic and ſubſtantial Comfort to 
| the extravagant Rage of beinginthe 
Ton—for the ſake of which, I have 
fe, the moſt reſpectable People 
unnaturalize themſelves to the ab- 


ſurdeſt degree. 


Happy Louiſa! to receive her 
firſt Impreſſions of Public Life 
from ſo different an Example, as 

_ that'which ſhe will behold in the 
Melmouth Family. 


* 
55 n 
z | 


I MIGHT 


E 1 


: 1 MIGHT perhaps be more averſe 
to all this ſtyle of Gravity and 
Reflection, were you not con- 
vinced, from your perſonal Know- 
ledge of my natural ; Temper, 
that it does not ariſe from Gloom 
or Diſcontent. I am ſurrounded, 
as you know, with every ching 
rationally defi rable i in this World 
—and have ten thouſand | provoca- 
tions to be grateful to the Giver 
of all good. It is nevertheleſs the 


ſettled Judgment of my Mind, 
that, that flaſh of Gaiety, which 
M 3 reſults 


[ 266 J 
reſults from perpetual ſcenes of 
Difpation, ſo far from a/ifing 
the Felicities of Life, diminiſbes 
them—as it leaves the Spirits, « ele- 
vated thereby above their natural 
Tone, i in a ſtate of painful Depreſ- 
fion. Mine hardly ever flag—per- 
haps becauſe I neyer allow myſelf 
to indulge in any Entertainment, 
but what will admit of the calm- 
eſt Retroſpect; which 1 is, indeed, 


a | Jecouanry Pleaſure, 


Wirn this View of things, you 
will believe me, When 1 aſſure 


you, 


= 
you, that your little Sketch of 
the excellent Mr. Beaufort s Mo- 
ral Lectures on the World, afforded 
me no ſmall Satisfaction — for, 
though my Vears are unmatured 
by Experience, that great School 
of real Wiſdom, I feel the Force 
of his Remarks—I perfectly coin- 


cide with his Sentiments — and 


ſhall conclude this long Epiſtle, 


with a quotatiqn from an original 
Writer upon this Subject 
& Falk joys, indeed, are born from Want 
of Thought; 1's 
« F rom Thought's full bent and energy the 


e trues 


M 4 « And 
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46 And that demands a Mind in equal 


| 4 poiſe, | N 
«© Remote from gloomy Grief and glaring 
6 Joy. 5 


& Much joy not only ſpeaks ſmal] Hap- 
ar... pineſs, | . 

40 But happineſs that ſhortly muſt expire. 

e Can joy, unbottomed in Refladtion, 

6 ſtand? | 
& And, in a T empeſt, can Reflection 
... = Lane? | 
" Can Joy, like thine, ſecure itſelf an 
_ Hour E” y— 

« Or talk with threat'ning Death, and 
te not turn pale? 

$6 In ſuch a World, and ſuch a Nature, 

e theſe 

5 c Are 
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&« Are needful Fundamentals of delight: 
« Theſe fundamentals give delight indeed ; 
Delight pure—delicate—and durable; 
& Delight unſhaken—maſculine—divine ; 


& A eonſtant, and a ſound, but ſerious Foy.” 


SINCERELY wiſhing you very 


much of this Joy, I remain, 2 0 
Yours affectionately, 


CHARLOTTE PoRTMAN, 
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FROM THE SAME. 


You know I hate the Forma- 
lity of mere regular Correſpon- 
 dence—and Liha}l never deny my: 
ſelf the Gratification of entertain- 
ing my Friends, when I think 1 
have an Opportunity of doing it, 


Agreable Dreams may certainly 
be ranked among the pleaſures of 
Imagination—and they, who know 


moſt of the World from Years 


þ * 
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and Experience, afſyre us, that 
they are more and greater than 
thoſe of Reality. I have lately 
had one, which afforded me pecu- 
liar Satisfaction at the time—and 
left a very delightful Impreſſion 
upon my Mind ; the Recital of it 
may perhaps afford you a ſecondary 
degree of the ſame Satis faction; 
that however muſt be admitted 
as my Apology for this unex· 
ported RI: 


MzTHovcnT I was wandering 
in ſome beautiful Vale, which 


termi» 


(om 1 
terminated in one of the richeſt 
Woods my Eyes ever beheld; 
eager to enjoy the enchanting 
Solemnity apd Quiet of this 


gloomy Receſs, 1 flew, with haſty 
ſteps, to its inviting Shades—when 


7 ono 


I x Was ſurpriſed by the ſudden 
Appearance, of a. female Figure, 
whoſe benjguant Aſpect and 
graceful Manners. in a moment 
diffipated thoſe fearfu] Emotions, 
which muſt otherwiſe have un- 
Wc agitated my. Spirits.r 


on * 


1715 
1341 


SHE 
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"Sus irfimediately took me by 
the Hand, and led me gently 
onward for a confiderable ſpace, 
till we came to a gradual Aſcent ; 
whoſe Elevation terminated in a 
magnificent Temple. I had Re- 
collection enough about me to 
perceive, upon my Approach to 
it, the following Inſcription in 
very legible Characters over the 


Entrance: 


SaAcRED To BENRVOLENCR. 


Turs 


TM 


Tuis kiniabls Object, — 
ſeemed adorned with every vari- 
ous Grate; and with all the 
Beauties of a virtuous Mind, in- 
troduced me, without Ceremony 
into the Temple —when, how 
was I charmed to behold, imme- 
diately on my Entrance, an Ob- 
ject ſeated upon a kind of Throne, 
which ſtruck me as an exact Re- 
ſemblance of the firſt Female Per- 
ſonage 1n this Kin gdom,—My Con- 
duQtor perceiving a very ſtrong 


Expreſſion of Enquiry depicted in 
my 


E 

my Countenance, acquainted me; 
that the Figure 1 ſaw, was BENE- 
voLexce herfelf—whoſe Aſpect 
plowed with Chearfulneſs, and 

who was repreſented with Wings 
at her ſhoulders ; deſigned, as I 
was informed, to ſhew her Readineſs 


to do good. 


Suk was ſurrounded with 2 
Groupe of Perſonages, which bore 
a ſtrong Likeneſs to herſelf, and 
appeared to be her happy Atten- 
dants—One of them, my kind In- 


terpreter informed me, was Hu- 


MANITY 


(236 ] 
MANIT.Y—another GENzRo0- 
$ITY—a third FùIENDSHI— 
BexniGniTy—CoMPAsSloN— 
SYMPATHY—SENSIBILITY— 
ATTENTION—and CoNSIDERA- 
TION : all of whom, I obſerved, 
were directing the Eye of Br- 
NEVOLENCE to a certain Objeg, 
which had ſeated herſelf at the 
bottom of the Eminence on which 
the Temple was raiſed, and which 
was ſurrounded with Nine Chil- 
dren—who were looking at her 


with anxious Expectation. 


I sHouLD 


„* Þ 


1 snovrD be ſorry that Sleep 1/4 
ſelf ſhould ever deprive me of thoſe 
tender and pitying Senſations, 


which, next to thoſe we feel 


about Religion, are the chief Or- 


nament of our Nature and I can, 
| with Pleaſure, aſſure you, that, 
faſt as my Senſes were locked in 
Repoſe, I was very anxious for 
the Iſſue of the application which 
Humanity, Generofity, and Friends 
ſhip, &c. were making to BENEvos 
LENCE, in behalf of the Objea 
to which they were all pointing. 
Vor. II. N Ix 
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In the midſt of this Solicitude, 
my Attention was ſuddenly di- 
verted, by ſeeing the Temple 
doors thrown wide open, and a 
Crowd of Votaries ruſhing in with 
the utmoſt” Alacrity to preſent 
their different offerings upon the 
Altar. All the Votaries, I per- 
ceived, attempted to conceal them- 
ſelves behind a Yeil—but I could 
very clearly diſcover among the 
reſt the > following Perſons. Ducheſs 


of D*###%#*#%c, Lady RA 

n. ge 
ME***5, Counteſs of D####*ath, 
. 


| Counteſs 


þ 


ſ# 9 J 


Z PET 


Coimtiſs M 2 E. rt, Counteſs 


S* ů, Counteſs Urne 
SITE 


Ladies C***e, and Londarnananh, 


Honourable 1 An, Mis 
4421 
H#**1, Miſs G***h, Mrs. Chan, 


OL et 


Mrs e, Mrs. beg, 
4 p 
Mrs. W#****ce, Mrs. Wi**y, Mrs, 


cen 


eee, Mrs. B xxl, Mrs. 


7 EC * Fugy 


cu r, Mrs. BI, &e. &c. &. 


I was going to aſk my Guide 


into the Temple, to whom theſe 
offerings were to be applied— 
when the told me, in. a tone of 
3 which furpaſſed che ſweet⸗ 

N 2 eſt 
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eſt Harmony I ever heard, that 


her Name was SECRECY, and 


referred me for Intelligence, on 


that Subject, to the Perſon, I had 


before noticed, at the bottom of 
the Hill. I was bending my 
Footſteps that way, but was in- 
terrupted by the Sound of Muſic, 
and the whole Company uniting 


together in the full Chorus of that 


angelic Song— 

« GLORY BE TO GoD ON HIGH— 
« On EARTH PrACE— 
Goo WILL ToWARDs Mex.” 


— o 


ON 


ge" 
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ox this I awoke—not a little 


ſorry to leave ſo enchanting a 


Scene—but moſt heartily wiſhing 


that no Dream more diſagreable 


may ever interrupt. the peaceful 


PAI 
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Slumbers of my dear Eliza, and 
of her 
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CHARLOTTE PORTMAN. 
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WE have a Reh . un- 
der this Roof, my dear Lady Port- 
man, of the Mutability of human 
Life, and the uncertainty of hu- 
man Happineſs. From the heighth 
of Bliſs in Expectation, we were all 
. plu nged 
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plunged in a few days into the 


depths: of Anxiety. Poor Louiſa 
was ſeized with a violent Cold; 
which terminated in a very acute 
Fever, that alarmed us all ex⸗ 
tremely—as ſhe was ſeveral days in 
a Delirium—and, though at prefent 
much better, the Phyſicians ap- 
priſe us, that her perfect Recovery 
will take a conſiderable time. 

Turs affecting Circumſtance oc⸗ 
caſons a great Delay 1 in the nup- 
tial Preparations, and has quite 
unhinged us all. 


a> # 4 * 4 ko 
w 3% * 


As 1 was ſitting by the bedſide 
of my ſick F riend, my contempla- 
tive turn of mind, naturally called 
tomy Recollection the followin g lit- 
tle Soliloquy—““ How vain'are the 
defigns of mortats'! —Unmindfut 
of this fluQuating State, we hy 
Plans of permanent Felicity—we 
ſee the Purpoſes of our Hearts 
ready to proſper—the air-drawn 
Building riſes We watch! it with 
an anxious Breaſt it touches the 
very Point at which we aim 
when an unforeſeen Storm over- 

. takes 
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takes us, and the ſmiling deceitful 


Moment to the Ground. „» 


. HaypiLY indeed this is not ful- 
filled in the preſent inſtance.— 
Louiſa, however, was deprived of a 
Pleaſure to which we are all in- 
vited, and which will be leſſened 
by her Abſence, from a ſelect 
Morning Concert at Lady Metl-. 


will endeavour to ſend you ſome 
Account ; ſo ſhall not finiſh this 


till after it is over, 


Structure of Hope 1 1s dathed in one | 


mouth's to-morrow—of which I 
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EF EN E ; 2 . 1 
IN CONTINUATION. 
Dee 7 28 . 


I REALLY: intended, when I 
penned the former part of this 
Packet, to have given you ſome 
Account of the Performers and 
Performance at Lady Melmouths— 
but an Incident, which occurred 
at that period, abſolutely ſurpriſed 
me, at the time, out of the uſe 
of my Ears—and has even ſince 
getanged ing Ideas upon that 
Subject. 0 od Vo ns 11:3 
MT f Mus1c, 


( 187 J 


| Muse, 1 know, has power to 
charm—but the Truth is, I had 
no power to attend for ſcarce had 
I ſeated myſelf among the Party, 
when, to my great Aſtoniſhment, 


who ſhould be introduced by 
Lord Somerville, but Mr. Seymour 
WZB 1 very ſoon perceived, by 
the Manner of addreſs between 
him and Sir George Melmouth, 
was an entire Stranger to the 
Family. 
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WIEN he firſt diſcovered me 
his Wonder and Embarraſſment 


ſeemed almoſt as great as my own. 


_ —after which, I ſaw how anxious 


he was for a Pauſe in the Har- 
meny, by which he had before 
been wholly eügroſſed, to give 
kim an opportunity of n bis 
Attentions to Me. 


A PLACE, next to me, ſoon be- 
came vacant which he took care 
immediately to fill, and, after ex- 


bretang his ſurprize and other 


Oc Ca- 
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occaſional diſcourſe, — he begged 
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to know when he might have.the 
Honour of waiting on -me in 
Town.—Upon which I told him, 
my Father had taken up his Refi- 
dence in Saville Roto.” He aid, 
« He ſhould pay his earlieſt Re- 
ſpects to Mr. Beaufort.” I bowed 


aſſent. 
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On the next day, I ought, per- 
haps, to ſay, that my Embarraſſ- 
ment was by no means / ened 
by the Receipt of the following | 


lines 
mor 
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nes —which he ſent by his ſer- 


vant. 


MR. 8 EY MOUR 


T o 


MISS BEAUFORT 


Mapan, 


THE very Evening before 1 
had the unſpeakable Pleaſure of 


meeting you on my firſt Viſit to 
Sir 


f 19 ] 
Sir George Melmouth, I had writ- 
ten to Sir Beaumont Partman, to 
enquire where I might have the 
Honor of addreſſing a few lines to 


you. 


IT is impoſſible, J am perſua- 


ded, for a Perſon of your fine Un- 
derſtanding, not to have diſcerned 
that my Attentions to you upon 
many occaſions have had more 
Peculiarity in them than belongs 
to common Civility and Politeneſs. 


] xavt 
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I left the Grove. 
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I nav been very anxious to 


know what honourable Interpre- 


tation you could poſſibly put upon 
my Conduct for theſe ſeveral 
Months paſt — eſpecially, as 1 
have ſome reaſon to think, you 
was not altogether ignorant of the 


real intentions of my Mind, when 


Durrrul. Veneration for the 
Opinion and Deſigns of the beſt 
of Parents — which, in his in. 
flance, however, unfortunately dif- 
fered 


1. hg }: 
fered from my own — but with 
which I could not poſſſbly comply 


—compelled me to the cruel neceſ- 


that, in a caſe where both of 
them might have been miſcon- 


in whoſe Eſteem, I may now 
confeſs, I was ambitious to hold 
the firſt Place. 


unoccupied — excepting by One, 


O to 


ſity of Silence and Abſence, and 


ſtrued to my injury, by a Perſon 


Taar Place, 1 hope, is ſtill 


whom 1 have heard Sir Beaumont ö 


Portman ſay, you have been uſed 
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to diſtinguiſh by the title of, he 
agreable Stranger. 


7 How unhappy would the Per- 
fon, | whom you have thus fa- 
voured, be, if he thought it would 
render him 4% agreable to you 
to ſay, that the Obſtacle, which 
formerly occaſioned his myſte- 
rious Silence, is removed and, 
that he is now at perfect Liberty 
ito; explain his utmoſt meaning 
and wiſhes — which, he hopes, 
he ſhall be permitted to do, when 
che ſhall have the Pleaſure of pay- 


8 SL ing 


63 ] 
ing his Reſpects to Mr. Beaufort 
to-morrow Morning. 


« 4 „ 
7 3 ey of 


ThE Servant L will walt 5 for an 
Anſwer to this requeſt of, 


23 -Þ : * 
4s 1 * p 
4 " + 6 * ! i . : a "A 


Madam, 
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Your very reſpectful, 


Ie 


And gbedient Servant, 
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_- EDWARD SEYMOUR» 
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To this I replied 5 in the ſubſe- 
quent Terms 1 


le” ce 
pliments to Mr. Seymour, and ſhall 


acquaint her TT with his in- 
tended Viſit.— I O 190 


Hx came accordingly—was clo- 
ſeted with my Father for a conſi- 

derable time—they returned, arm 
in arm, into the drawing Room— 
looked in perfe& good Humour— 


| nd 
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and, if one may venture to judge 


5 — 
hana ae. 1 5 


by Appearances, every thing now 
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Dear Lady Portman, 
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Your ever affectionate, 


IO 4 
* ? Wn 
: W'” 


_ 


. Ss. , — 
4 Bs * = — 2 | 
E „ TS, Ef I Rn — 
— 2 - 
& Px - * 4 2 .- - 


ELIZA BEAUFORT. 
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Sm BEAUMONT POR TMAN, 


Lincoln Inn, 


EL * 1 — 2 aa 
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Mx Dear FRIEND, 


HOW many of the apparent 
Ills of Life may be overcome, or 
at leaſt alleviated, by Patience 


and Fortitude — our Imprudence 


and Raſhneſs oft te create, and al- 
ways 
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ways Increaſe the inconveniences 


to which every Situation is more 


or leſs expoſed... - 


1 was unavoidably led into this 


train of Reflection from an Expe- 


rience of the ſurpriſing Change 


which a few Weeks may make 
both in our Circumſtances and 


Feelings. 


Wir reſpe& to the latter, I 
am really a Metamorphefis —You 


will, perhaps, be no leſs aſtoniſhed 


than I have been, to learn from 
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my Pen, that every Obſtacle to 
the renewal of my Addreſſes to 
Miſs Beaufort 18 intirely removed. 


Tn young Lady to whom my 
Father was too ambitious to fee 
me united, from a premature Idea, 
that my heart was wholly diſen- 
gaged-and in whofe Favour he 
3 apprehended my Mind 
would alter, is now, in the World 
of Spirits! 


+ 


; HE had fo far pledged himſelf 
for me, before I was acquainted 
55 , with 


(er |) 
with his Deſign, that I felt myſeif 
bound both in Duty and Delicacy 


ta make a pauſe in my proceed- 
ing, very much againſt my own 
Inclination, and, which muſt have 
left my Character and Condu in 


a very. myſterious Situation. 


Ir agreable Incidents, which 
occur very unerpectedly, are ren- 
dered more agreable on that Ac- 
count, you will almoſt envy me 
the Satisfaction I enjoyed in being 
really ſurpriſed with a fight of 
Miſs Beaufort at a mornin g Con- 


cert 
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cert at Sir George Melmouth's , 
where I was introduced by my 
Friend, Lord Somerville, as a Lo- 
ver of Muſic—an Introduction 1 
more. chearfully embraced, from 
an Idea, that it would give me a 
poffible Chance of hearing ſome· 
thin g relative to C hatham- Abbey. 


I 8marL not fatigue your At- 
tention by particularizing all the 
L. ircumſtances which have reſulted 
from this pleaſing Event ſuffice 
it to ſay, 1 have ſince had an In- 
terview with her, excellent Father 


—an 


f: 209: J 

1 an Ecclairciſſinent has taken 
place between the Families and, 
you may now very ſoon prepare 
to hear of the Accompliſhment of b 
the utmoſt Wiſhes of, 


My dear Sir Beaumont, 


Yours, moſt ſincerely, 


EDwARD SEYMOUR. 


' Lavy. 
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LADY PORTMAN 
T a 
MISS BEAUFORT. 


The Grove, 


HOW very different are the 
Sentiments of Mankind upon the 
Subject of human Happineſs—as 
well as upon almoſt every other 
Subject! Some authors, if I miſ- 
* 5 take 


EE 
take not, are of Opinion that it 
conſiſts aſſentially in the Proſpełt 
and the Purſuit and it is our Ce- 
lebrated Pope, I think, who ſays, 
„ Bleſed is the Man, who expects 


nothing—for he ſhall not be dif- 


appointed. . 15 


IN this Beatitude, as he calls it, 


there is, perhaps, more Humour 
than Senſe - but which, or whe- 
ther either is the true Idea of 
human Happineſs, I ſhall not take 
upon me to decide; but am very 


glad to be informed of the Reco- 
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very of our dear Wap 
Loſs muſt have been à ſad diſ. 
appointment-a moſt afflieting 
damp to that Scene of promiſſory 
Joy, i in which to many were con- 
cerned, 

However, f as Eſculapius has 
now thought proper to aſſiſt the 
deſigns of Eymen, our Hepes will 
naturally revive and we may in- 


dulge ourſelves, that, this little 


bitter in the Cup, will only ſerve 
eventually to make the Draught 
the more delicious; 3 28 the dark 

Shades 


1 * 1 
Shades in a fine Painting render 
the light colouring the. more 
beautiful. VVT 


Drvfrxꝝ Providence, I believe, 
has ſo ordered things in our very 
Frame and Conſtitution, that we 
ſhall ſooner ſympathixe with thoſe 
who ſuffer, than rejoice with thoſe, 
to whoſe Felicity it is ſcarce in 
our Power to add any thing you 
muſt at leaft accept this as an 
Apology for my noticing the pu- 
thetic part of your Letter in the ö 
E place. | 
2 ; 
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Fry 


As to the latter part, which re- 
lates immediately to yourſelf, you 
will anticipate the high degree 
of Pleaſure I ſhall take in every 
ſuch Cataſtrophe—all the Accom. 
panyments of which, to adopt a 
muſical Phraſe, conſpired to heigh- 
ten the heart - felt Satisfaction, it 


was calculated to adminiſter. 


Six Beaumont had received an 


Account of this affair before your 


Letter came to my hand. The 
Myſtery 


E 99 þ 

Myſtery i is at length unravelled— 
and a new Scene of Happineſs i 18 
opened to your View, which no- 
thing, I hope, will again occur to 


interrupt. 


THERE 1s indeed ſomething pe- 
culiarly affecting in the ſudden 


Death of the young Lady, which 


has left, Mr. Seymour perfectly at 


Liberty ;—young—hatidſome—and 


an Heireſs of a large fortune, 


ſnatched iti her Bloom, and in the 
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by a ſhort and ed pbcted lines, 
into fo awful a Change! ! 


Bur, it ſeems, they were by 
no means kindred Souls, nor form- 
ed in any reſpect for each other; 
there can be no reaſon, therefore, 
for chat extreme Serj bility or tender 
Concern'\ on his part ; 7 the Want of 
which i in any other Ercumſtances 
might have leſſened his Amiable- 
Row. „ 

1 SHALL expedt to hear of every 
15 in the Proceſs of this 'bu- 


ſineſs 


L an J 
fineſs — as nothing, that affects 
your Happineſs, can be unintereſs 
___ 


Your ever affectionate, 


CHARLOTTE PORTMAN. 
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My DEAR FRIEND, 


IT is the firſt time in my Life 
that I ever felt pfl guilty of 


ſo much as an apparent Inatten- 
tion to you but you will believe 
it ia no idle Apology—no faſhion- 

able 
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able Courſe of Mards, uſually call- 
ed Poltteneſs, when I aſſure you 
that my Delay in writing has 
been abſolutely unavoidable, ha- 
ving ſcarce had 'an hour I could 
command, ſince I was favoured 


with your laſt, 


Taz World, it is ſaid, is full of 
 Miſery—thanks to heaven, I have 
no juſt reaſon to complain at pre- 
ſent every Proſpect, with which 
I am ſurrounded, and every Ob- 


ject too, turns its brighteſt ſide; 


de all ſeem equally delighted 
| P 3 equally 


vs 
5. 
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equally happy—and my excellent 
Father is continually reminding 
us of the innumerable Obligations 
we all lie under to the Goodneſs 

of Divine Providence. 

reh - 1 

Ir has been propoſed, and 
agreed to by all Parties, that we 
are both to ſacrifice our Names at 
the ſame Altar on the ſame Day— 
Louiſa would have it fo—and 1 
am learning before hand, the very 


needful Leſſon, to'obey. 


— 
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— 


1 AM very far from having any 
Objection to this Idea; which I 
am ſorry to ſay, is treated as a 
ſort of Bugbear by ſome of my 
Sex, and made a Subject of Ridi- 
cule by others. It may perhaps 
be thought an opinion of Inexpe- 
rience, to obſerve, th at, when we 
love, we ſhall. obey—and, where 
we cannot love, a prudent Re- 
gard to our own Happineſs ſhould 
induce us to do it—Reffance can 
never ſoften—17elding may. At 
any rate, I am a great Friend 
Fs to 


1 2 J 


to that Maxim of our * Englith 
Poet— opt he 


4 Charms by ſubmitting, by as wat; 
And has her Humour moſt, when ſhe Obyys.” 
Tux time approaching, i in which 
theſe Maxims are to he put to the 
Teſt, makes me more than uſually 
Serious—not but what, if evera 
Proſpect bid fair for domeſtic Hap- 
pineſß, it is that which I have be- 
fore me. It is but Juſtice, and 
not Timagination or 'Generoſity 
only, to ſay of Mr. Seymour, he is, 


in every point of his Character, 
all that Leguld with him — and 1 
* * am 


1 a 1 
am leſs faſpicious of the Propriety 
of my own judgment in this in- 
ſtance, becauſe my Father per- 
fectly coincides with it. ö 


Ov dear Louiſa is no leſs 
happy in the Proſpect of her 
future Felicity though I muſt 
confeſs, and the human Mind 
ſeems formed to make Compari- 
ſons in ſomewhat ſimilar Caſes, 
that there is a ſomething in Mr. 
Ch Hord, which would not ſuit with 
my Turn fo well but which her 
Galety of ſpirits may not obſerve, 

. and, 
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and which, I hope, ſhe never will 
have Cauſe to lament. Entre 
nau, there is indeed a vaſt A4þ- 
pearance of Liberality and Ex- 
pence, which I am very much 
afraid is only a Diſguiſe for a 
Principle totally the reverſe. 
I wovLDd have you, my dear 
Friend, ſet great Value upon this 
Scribble, as it is, im all Probability, 
the laſt you will receive, with the 
Signature f 
8 308 Y 


FrzA BEAUFORT. 
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EDWARD SEYMOUR, Es 


S BEAUMONT PORT MAN. 


IF ever I had occaſion to dictate F 
a Letter in a ſtrain of Rapture, it ; 
is at this moment I am really | 


inclined to think myſelf, without 


Hyperbole, the happieſt of Men— 
when 


{ 22 1 
when 1 ſay ſo, I may take 1 
for granted, you will "IO 
anticipate ſomething like what I 
am going to tell you 


- "To-MORROW, my dear Friend, 
is the Day of Conſummation—pre- 
vious however to this, I muſt ac- 
| quaint you with an Incident which 


amazed us all. 


» - * 
- 


ö - - - 
- % 1 4 


We were all fitting at my Fa- 
ther” s En Famille — entertaining 
ourſelves with a variety of Chit- 


chat, as it occurred, after having 
3 adjuſted 
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— we 


adjuſted Matters of LEO ſerious 
Conſequence—when we were, diſ- 
concerted by a ſudden and un- 


7% # 5g 


common Rap at the door, at a 
later hour. than 2ve are ; accuſtomed | 
to—ſoon after which, we heard a 
Perſon running violently up the 
ſtairs—and ruſhip 8 into the Room, p 
without Ceremony, flew directiy 
to me; and, claſping me in her 
Arms, embraced me in a moſt ; im- 


paſſioned Manner—fell upon my 


Ee 


Neck and burſt into A flood of | 


- 


Tears. 


- I | ToTALLY. 


f 442 J 
ToraiLY unprepared for 10 ex: 
traordinary Aa  Manewvre, I was 
loſt 3 in Wonder and Confulion— 
and i it was really ſome time before 
I recovered 1 my recollective Pow- 
ets, and that Serenity of Mind, 
from which 1 bad been ſo ftrange- 
ly agitated. | 


44 TE it poſiile, exclaimed 11 are 
you indeed my Sifter, or her ae 
parition 5 *. 


Ar 


Ar that Moment I diſcoveted 
what muſt have been the painful 
Emotions of my dear Miſs Beau 

fort—by the Alteration which im- 
mediately took place in her char- 


ming Countenance her Featutes 
were changed from an expreſſion 
of much Diſtreſs, into that of a 
delightful Complacency towards 
a Perſon ſo nearly related to my- 
ſelf—and, that almoft never-fail- 
ing Index of tne Mind told me, 
| ſhe wiſhed to embrace her in a 
ſimilar Style. 
| oH eid't © Be 
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Ix any thing could have added 
to our Felicity, it was this very 
Circumſtance.—My Siſter, found 
afterwards, came to Landon, up- 
. 
hints reſpecting my Marriage in a 
former Letter and was accom- 
panied by an Engliſh Lady ſhe 
met with in France, whoſe Hiſ- 
tory may perhaps repay the debt 
of Entertainment I once Promiſed 
you, for that x you ſent me. relative 
to yourſelf and Lady Portman. 

Aͤbixu, 
This Hiſtory does not appear. 
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Apizv, my dear Friend — we 


ſhall certainly —_ your kind In- 


——— — — -———— — ¶— 1 


vitation ; aud ye you may expect to 


ſee us at the Grove, within a fort- 


„ o . G 2 2 ' : 4 ji 
night, if nothing unforeſeen pre- | 
vent. | 
AMT ITI O RAA | 

| ] 

| ; 

Yours; 

j , 


Ewan Seymour; |» N 


Vor II. ED. 
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SIX BEAUMONT PORTMAN. 


Dear SIR BEAuMONT, 


I AM fo thoroughly the Baß. 
pigſt of Men, that, it is with a 


very ill grace I can fay, I am 


forry it will not be in my Power 


to wait on you and Lady Port- 


Man, 


Ty 
11 
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Man, with Mrs, Seymour, ſo ſoon 
as 1 expected ſome little neceſ- 
ſary Concerns, which muſt be 
ſettled, will detain us in Town 
ſomewhat longer nothing how⸗- 
ever ſhall prevent our being with 
you as early as poſſible. ; 


WE both read your End con- 
gratulatory Letter * with equal 
and peculiar Satisfaction the more 
ſo, becauſe we are ſure it con- 
W the real Sentiments of 
your Hearts. | 


1 *This Letter does not appear, 


 - ns My 
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Mr Siſter, I find has, forined 4 
very ſtrong Attachment to the 
Lady I referred to in my laſt, and 
from her Account of her, which 
we are apt to think may be a lit- 
tle romantic, we are all delighted 
with her Character we expect 
to be introduced to her, when 
our preſent Hurry is a little ſub- 
ided—yon may be able to enter into 
ſome Idea of her, as we have 
done, when you have peruſed the 
Papers which I encloſe you, and 
which paſſed originally between 

— herſelf 


herſelf and her moſt confidential 
Friend; which ſhe tranſeribed 


for my Siſter; you will take care 


of them, as We have no other 


Copy. * 


Fon the pk adieu with our 
united Reſpedts t to Lady Portman, 
1 remain, 
Moſt * 


| Yours, 


E. SEYMQUR. 


| *® Theſe Papers do not appear. 
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TH E tl of theſe Menuirs 
acquaints the candid Reader, that 
a long Interval of time elapſed, in 
which he was f lo eircumſtanced 
as not to "Fs by. thing of the 
Carteret, Seymour, or Portman 
Family. But, upon her Return 
to England, after Much Inquiſition 
ſhe was able to procure the fol- 
lowing 3 ſo far as it re- 
lates to any thing materighly in- 


tereſting, 
8 VIXRV 
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Vexy foon after the Conſumma- 
tion of Miſs Louiſa Carteret'sMarri- 
age with Mr. Cliford, the Bride was 
introduced to our gracious Sove- 
reign and his Queen—whither ſhe 
was accompanied by her elder 
Siſter. It may be remembered that 
this Lady was a Compoſition of the 

ſublime—elegant—and pleaſi ing; or 
what a more claſſical Writer 
might chuſe to call the ſublime 
and beautiful * ſo much ſo indeed, 
that, thou gh our Court is thought 
by Foreigners to contain an un- 


Q 4 common 


1 

common Aſſemblage of Beauties, 
Miſs Carteret was , an Object 
which immediately fixed the At- 
tention, and ſtruck che Admira 
tion of every Spectatgr. 

: | UNACCusTOMED % move in 
| ſuch; a Sphere, her amiable Piff. 
dence, Which betrayed an inter- 
nal Delicacy without Aſſurance, 
and not an Aſſurance without 
Helicyn P painted ſuch a natural 
Glow, upon her Countenance, as 
heightened. the Charms of her 
Perſon, , beyond the. Powers of 
Deſcrip- 


| * 
Ar 6. 1809 > CJ 


233 J 
Deſcription - their Majeſties, with 
a condeſcending: Attention, - Secu- 
har. to themſelves, in a moment 
diſſipated all her Timidity, and 
rendered her Situation perfectly 
eaſy. 

A cRRTAN Noble Lord, who 
was preſent upon this Occaſion, 
had Diſcernment and Taſte enough 
not to ſuffer ſo attractive a Pheno- 
menon to paſs without more than 
common Obſervation.— He ſeized 
the very firſt moment, to make 
enquiry in what part of the Fir- 


mament 
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mament this brilliant Star was 
fixed ;—nor- was it long, before a 
Variety of concurring” Circum- 
ftances crowned his wiſhes with 
the utmoſt Succeſs, 


Ir appears from the beſt Intel- 
ligence reſpecting the Character 
of this Nobleman, for | whoſe 
fake Miſs Carteret exchanged her 
Name for that of Lady Cranford, 
that there was in him but one Im- 
pediment to the great Object of 
Douxsric FxLrcrry — well: bred 
to the hi gheſt degree of Style and 
f Etiquette 
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Etiquette — thoroughly . poliſhed 
with all the Sciences. which are 
real Qualifications to a Man of 
Faſhion—generous, almoſt to Pro- 
fuſion, in his manner of Living— 
an extravagant Attachment to Pa- 
rade and Grandeur. irabittered all 
the unutterable Sweets, which 
ſhe had been habituated to derive 


from a judicious and peaceful Re- 


tir ement. | 


| Var of her to an 8 and 
withing her to be always exhibited 
to the greateſt poffible Advantage, 

| however 


[ES 
howey er flattering this Attention 
on his ; part; it Was 4 perpetual 
In terruption, not to fay Sacrifice 
of almaſt every Satisfaction beſide, 
ſho wiſhed to enjoye 45 
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1 1 Itlünk, “ ſhe would 
ſometimes fay, with' much . etic 
Senfibility, to her very cofifiden- 
tial Friends, „that, When I en- 
gaged in this new Scene of Life, 

my time _ to be entirely devo- 
ted to ſuch unmeaning Pomp and 
Attentions and that upon "this 
Altar I was to offer up the ten 


450 
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thouſand innocent and _ domeſtis 
Delights endeared ta me by Edu; 
 cation-—Experience—and Taſte,” 
—Much. as the, loved, her Lord, 
ſhe would often figh, in Secret, 
for the calm Recels, of Chatham, 
Abbey, , 5 — 


„ „ „ „ „ Yr. 2s 
NO Remark, perhaps, is more 
frequently repeated, becau ſe the 
Truth of it is ſo univerſally expe= 
rienced, than that there is no 
a judging BY Appearances—eſpecially; 
with 


[ 238 [ 
with Reference to the probable 
Means of Happineſs. —How often 
will it happen that the very Objects, 
decided in our own Minds, to be a 
certain, if not the principal Source 
of our Felicity, ſhall prove, in 
Event, the reverſe.—Query, Whe- 
ther it is not as well not to poſſeſs 


at all, as to poſſeſs what we cannot 


enjoy ? 


| Poo Lowiſa! to thee I am in- 

debted for this train of moral Re- 
fletion.—Lively—gay—and rather 
inclined to what we might call 


45 
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difipated,' and 0 caught with the 
wafture of a golden Lure”—How 
was thy ever- active Mind held in 
Chains and Fetters by the ſordid 
Temper of Meanneſs and Avarice 
—a Temper, which Miſs Beaufort 
had Penetration enough to ſuſpect 3 
and, for which Suſpicion, there 
appeared in the Iſſue 700 much 

foundation. 


Louiſa flattered herſelf that ſhe 
ſhould have an almoſt inexhauſti- 
ble Purſe at her Command - that 
ſhe ſhould have Recourſe to the 
delights 
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deligtits of the Metropolis a con- 
ſiderable Part of the Year—and 
that her Houſe would: be the Seat 
of Hoſpitality and Benevolence. 
How was ſhe diſappointed and 
mortified to find herfelf limited to 
a very narrow Expence—a large 
Manſion in the Country her per- 
petual Reſidence — and à total 
Want of every thing that could 
be called either generous or cha- 
titable. 98. 


Tux tireſome and painful Re- 
ſtraint under which the exifted, 1 


cannot 
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cannot ſay lived, produced in time 


a ſort of habitual Melancholy, 


which terminated in a Decline, 
and a Releaſe at length from the 
vanity of expecting to derive a Sa- 
tisfaction from Riches, which 
they were never deſigned to im- 
part. There is a more ſublime and 
eiiduring Source of human Hap- 
pineſs, which can never diſap- 
point ;—of which ſhe was tho- 
roughly convinced before her Spi- 
rit took its flight to an eternal 
World. 
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I nave been informed lately 
that a very tender and intereſting 
Scene paſſed between them upon 
her death-bed ;—after having in- 
treated him to inſtill into the 
Minds of her Two dear Children, 
ſhe had left behind, Principles of 
Tilberality and Beneficence, ſhe diſ- 
courſed with him a long time up- 
on the proper Uſe and Applica- 
tion of thoſe Riches, with which 
divine Providence had favoured 
him.— His Heart is ſuppoſed to 
have been much affected and im- 

preſſed 
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preſſed with the Sentiments the 


delivered upon this Occaſion ; as 


there is an evident Alteration, for 
the better, obſerved in his Cha- 


racer in that Ref} pect. 


* % R XR R X % „ X * 


IENOW not how it is, but 
fo it certainly is, that there is no 
Character in whoſe behalf our 
Feelings are ſo much intereſted 
as in a character of amiable Sen- 
fibility,—T herefore it is, I ſuppoſe, 
that I have ſuffered fo much An- 
R 2 xiety 
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1 
xiety for the fate of the pathetic 


Amelia — who married Captain 
Erſkine, 

Ir was but a few Years after 
the Conſummation of what they 
thought, and called their Happi- 
neſs, before their Spirits began to 
ſink under the ſad Variety of In- 
conveniences which their want of 
Prudence had brought upon them- 


ſelves. 


In proportion as their young 


Family increaſed, which was 


very 
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very faſt they gradually felt the 


extreme Inſufficiency of their Fi- 
nances ;—till Matters grew at 
length ſo very ſerious, as to com- 
pel him to a Meaſure that was bit- 
ter enough to himſelf, but much 
more ſo to bis tender Amelia 
and which perhaps nothing but 
diſtreſſing Neceſſity could excufe. 
HR was ſitting one day in a 
very penſive and thoughtful Poſ- 
ture, with his Arms folded, and 
his Eyes fixed, as if in a ſtate of 
Abſtraction, when his Amelia 
” R 3 ſud- 
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ſuddenly interrupted him in his 
Reverie with a Queſtion of great 
Solicitude, expreſſed in a very 


plaintive Tone of Voice, 


Ir was in vain for him to at- 
tempt any Diſguiſe reſpecting the 
real Situation of his Mind—** My 
dear Amelia, 1 received a Letter 
yeſterday from Town, which ac- 


quaints me I muſt join my Regi- 
ment within a few days, She 
ſtarted — and changed Counte · 
nance and began immediately to 
exclaim, “It muſt not, cannot 


OS 227 
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be.” With much Difficulty how- 
ever he perſuaded her to admit 


the Expediency of obeying the 


Summons — encouraging her at 


the ſame time with an Aſſurance 
that he hoped to return to her 


very ſoon again. 


HE ſet off for Town accord- 


ingly — and, not long after his 
arrival thither, ſent her the fols 
_ lowing Letter. 
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0 AMELIA, 


HE infupportable Difficul- 
ties I ſhould have had to contend 
with, from your extreme Senſibi- 
lity, rendered it inipollibts for me 
to communicate to you in Perſon, 
what it! is however abſolutely ne- 
eelfary you ſhould be acquainted 

with, but which it is Agony to 


wy Heart to be obliged to unfold. 


Ir is the firſt time, ſince I have 
had the q ee Pleaſure to 


„ 


C 7 


+ * know 
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know you, that the Thought of 


Deception has entered my Mind— 
or that J have uttered a Word 
which could give you a Moment's 
Pain— but I have, for ſome time, 


ſeen a melancholy Cloud gather- 


ing over our Heads; of which F 
have been unfortunately the inno- 


cent and wretched Cauſe—as, but 


for your Connection with me, you 


might have eſtaped many. of the 


Inconveniences that now await you. 


On Circumſtances, you muſt 


perceive, are become very inade- 
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quate to the comfortable Support 
of our numerous young Family— — 
the Sight of which has often | 
pierced me to the heart—and has 


rendered an advantageous Offer, 


which has been lately made me, 
2 Temptation, which for your 
fake and _ I cannot wy 
— 


had 1 I. ee you, my . 
Amelia, upon this important Buſi- 
neſs, your tender Feelings might 
have got the better of my Judg- 


3 14 $4 — | | ment, 


1 1 
ment, I have put myſelf to the 
Rack, by adopting a meaſure which 
requires almoſt more Fortitude 
than I feel myſelf equal to—But | 
it muſt be ſo—and, that you may 
not attempt to ſupercede the Re- 
ſolution I have taken, by the 
time you receive this I ſhall have 
ſet ſail for the Ea/t-Indies—whiy- 
ther I go, for no other reaſon, 
and with no other Expectation, 
than that of increaſing our mutual 
Happineſs ten thouſ: and fold, * 


we moet again. 
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Vor will hear from me con- 
tinually, and upon every occaſion, 
through the Medium of my friend 
Seymour; who will receive a Letter 
at the ſame time, with an Ac- 
count of the Step J have taken. 
Heaven bleſs and protect you, 
with our dear Children! 1 com- 
mit you all to the providential 
Care of the be of Beings!: be re- 

| Ganed—behappy—and look upon 
bir Proceedure as the! greateſt 
Proof it was in my Power to give 
you 


v0 


11 
you in our preſent C ircumſances, 


of my being 
Your moſt tenderly 
Affectionate and Faithful 


SIDNEY ERSKINE. 


I $HALL not offend the Deli- 


cacy or Judgment of my candid 
Readers, by attempting to deſcribe 
the exquifite Anguiſh, that almoſt 

rent 
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rent in pieces the very ſuſceptible 


Heart of the lovely Receiver of 
this Epiſtle. As ſoon, however, 
as the firſt Impreſſion was over, 
and the more frequently ſhe read 
and conſidered the Letter the 
more reconciled ſhe was to the 
fad Event; - the deep Affliction of 
which was conſiderably alleviated 
by the kind and conſtant Atten- 
tions, which were paid her by the 
Seymour and Portman Families. 


7 4 SCARCE 
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SCARCE had he arrived in the 
Eaſt-Indies, which was at that 
time the ſeat of War, when, in a 
ſevere Engagement, he received 
ſeveral Wounds in different parts 
of his Body—and was taken Pri- 
ſoner ; in which Confinement he 
endured a great Variety of Hard- 
ſhips, for want of proper Advice 
and Attention but was heard to 
ſay afterwards, that it was no 
5 more 


r 


ö 
4 
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more than every Engliſhman de- 
ſerved from a Race of Men, Who 
had been ſong treated in a Style 
which was not only a Diſhonour 
to Chriſtianity, but to my 
— . 

Icaxxor help introduring here 
an Aneedote, which then. paſſed 
in ſome Company, where the Hiſ- 
tory of this part of the World, 
and of our Conneion with it, 
was the ſubject of Diſcuffion. It 
was obſerved by a Perſon preſent, 
in favour. of a certain Governor of 


3 Madrafs; 
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Madraſs, that 'tio/Blood' had been 
unneceſſarily ſhed: during bis Pre- 
ſdeney when a Perſdh of ſome. 
Conſequence then preſent, replied: 
«That no Blood perhaps had been 
unneceſſarily ſhed but only Fifty 
thotfand poor Indiaris had beer 
ſtarved to Death. What Ideas muſt 
theſe poor Heathens form of the 
Religion. Government—and Prin- 
ciples of a Chriſtian Coutitry 1 
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don—we return to Captain Er/- 

ne. An- Officer in the ſame Re- 
giment, who. had narrowly eſca- 
ped his unfortunate Lot, very in- 
diſcreetly wrote to 4 Friend in 
England, relating the particulars 
of the Engagement and, among 

other things, what he appre- 
hended muſt, by this time, have 
happened, the Death of poor Erſ- 
Eine. This part of the Letter un- 


happily made its * to the Pub- 
lic Papers.— 


1 MM. 
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"Ma. Seymour, at whoſe Houſe 
Mrs. Erſkine was then on a Viſit, : 
was reading the Paper to his Fa- 
mily at Breakfaſt, according to 
his uſual Cuſtom—his Eye caught 
this Paragraph = — He ſtopped 
Mort — turned pale — and, ſaying; 
he was taken with a little pain in | 
his Stomach, retired haſtily out of 


the Room. 


Mus. Erſtine remarked; that , 
* notwithſtanding his Indiſpoſi- 

tion, he had Recollection enough- 

about him, to flip the Paper into his 


82 pocket 
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pocket — from whence, my dear 
Eliza, ſaid ſhe, to Mrs. Seymour, 
I fear I have too much Reaſon to 
feel more than a little Pain i in my 
Heart. 1 know not how A, 
but I have there ſome fad Forebo- 
dings of III to my poor dear Er/- 
hine '—and fell fainting into her 


Arms. 


SHE was ſoon recovered - and 
Mr. Seymour | returned into the 
Room again with all the Compo- 
ſure he could command-and at- 


rempted ſomerhjng | more than his 
common 
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common Pleaſantry. — She ſaw 
through the Attempt — and it 
only ſerved to ſtrengthen the Suſ- 
picion; — till, not without ſome 
Emotion, ſhe earneſtly intreated 
to ſee that Paper—which he ju- 
diciouſly refuſed, by ſaying there 
was a very affecting Story in it, 
which was too tragical for a Lady 


to read. 


1 UNDERSTAND you, ſaid ſhe, 
with a look of Grief unutterable— 
the Truth is, I am too intimately 
concerned in that Tragedy! ſup- 
bas ?DT poſe 


( as } 


poſe the worſt, and ſhall expe 
ut, BY I am en 


IT was then ahi molt pru- 
dent to diſcloſe a part of his me- 
lancholy Situation; it was how- 
ever in vain, as ſhe could not be 
perſuaded to think but that her 


Erſeine was no more. 


From this time ſhe 4 
to have taken her leave of 
every Comfort and Enjoyment of 
Life the Sight of her Children 


only adminiſtered to ber Sorrow 


— and 
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Land ſhe became a kind of Sacri- 
fice to penſive Thoughtfulneſs. 


Sucu a deplorable Object the 
continued for ſeveral Months— 
when a Letter arrived, acquaint- 
ing her that he was alive, and but 
alive—having juſt made his Eſ- 
cape from his Confinement—in 
which he had loſt his All, and 
was at that time in a very indif- 
ferent State of Health, 


In theſe afflicting Circumſtan- 
ces, it was, he received the fol- 


8 4 lowing 
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lowing unexpected Letter from 
a Perſon and Hand intirely un- 
known, as he was muſing one 
Evening in ſolemn Reflection at 
his Apartments. | 


SIR, 


AN Officer, to whom you are 
very well known, but whoſe 
Name I have. not the liberty to 
mention, 'has been relating ſome 


affecting Circumſtances you have 


_ experienced. 


Yor 
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You have, I find, a Family in 
England. to which, in all Proba- 
bility, you may be very anxious 
to return. I am no Stranger to 
Feelings like yours in 1 uch a Situ- 
ation, having myſelf a very ten- 
der Tye in that quarter — and 
having loſt every thing that could 
engage me to remain in this, 1 
ſhall ſet fail within a few Days— 
and it will really be a moſt heart- 
felt Gratification to myſelf, if 


you will accept of every Accom- 


modation 


8 
9 
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modation it is in the power of my 
Purſe to afford you. 


You will pardon the Indelicacy 
of ſuch an Offer—and believe that 
it will add to my own Happineſs, 
if you will ſuffer me to prove my- 
ſelf in this Inſtance 


Your friend 
and Servant, 


SELINA POMFERET. 


AN 
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Ax Angel from Heaven could 
ſcarce have brought more wel- 
come News than this Letter 5 the 
happy Union of Generofity and 
Delicacy with which it was ex- 
preſſed, determined him to accept 
the Offer without Reſerve. 


TE accordingly ſet ſail, and, 
after a dangerous Voyage, arrived | 
ſafe in England. They parted 
very ſoon after their Arrival, and 
took different Routes — but not 
without every Expreſſion of Ac- 
knowledgement from Captain Er/- 


Line 


K 
kine for ſuch an uncommon and 
unexpected Inſtance of benevolent 


Attention from a Stranger. 


Mss. Pomfret, after having ſtaid 
a few days in Londoy to ſettle 
ſome neceſſary Affairs, — ordered 
her Chaiſe one Morning to be 
got ready—threw herſelf into . 
and went to pay a viſit to Lady 


Portman at the Grove. 


Wurx ſhe came to the door, 
ſhe ſent in a Meflage by her 
Servant, to ſay, that a Lady would 

| be 


269 ] 
be glad to have the Honour of 
ſeeing Lady Portman; if conve- 


nient. She was fitting with Sir 


Beaumont, Mr. and Mrs. Seymour, 
and the diſconſolate Mrs. Erſhine, 
who had been there ſome Weeks, 
liſtening with great Pleaſure to 
Charlotte the dear little Found- 
ling, which ſhe compaſſionately 
took under her Protection, who 
was then performing on the 
Harpſichord *, 


Lavy Portman very | politely 
defired the Lady might be intro- 
duced, | 
* Sce Vol, I. Page 176. 


E 7 

duced, and met her herſelf at the 
door.— As ſoon as the was ſeated, 
ſhe betrayed evident Marks of ex- 
treme Agitation which occaſioned 
a general Silence, that ſhe might 
recover her preſence of Mind. 


r moment ſhe ſeemed to be 
Herſelf, ſhe ſtarted ſuddenly from 
her Chair, and tad: „ am ſure 
I ſhall be forgiven this apparent 
Rudeneſs” —flew haſtily to the 
Herpſichord, and, to the great 
Aſtoniſhment of every Beholder, 
ſnatched the dear Charlotte in her 


Ams. 


4E 48-1 
Arms embraced her in a moſt 
rapturous Manner — and poured 
upon her Cheeks an equal flood of 
Tears and Kiſſes. | 


In this Agony of maternal] Joy 
and Love, ſhe could be heard to ſay 
nothing but, Ohr my Child!“ 
«© God be praiſed ak 


Tux Reader's Imagination will 
ſupply the remaining Part of this 
moſt tender and affecting Scene,— 
The Attention paid to Mrs. Pom- 
fret, when the Myſtery of. her 


appear- 
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>a 


appearance was 'unfolded, would 
have gladened the Heart of every 
thing ſhort of Inſenſibility itſelf. 


Mus. Pomfret, ſhould obſerve, 
was a young Lady of - gentee] 
Education, and eehte Fa- 


ee a young eee in 
the Neighbourhood of Sir Beau- 
mont Portman, very much againſt 
his Father's Conſent — whoſe In- 
dignation, upon this Conduct of 


his Son, was ſo great, that he 


abſolutely renounced him from 
that 


73 
that time, and determined never 
to ſee him more. | N 


TRE Conſequence of this eruel 
Reſolution, was, that he was 
compelled' to ſupply lis diſtreſſed” 
Finances in any honourable way 

that might offer. A favourable 
Incident occurred, which induced 
them to leave their native Coun- 
try, and to ſeek a better Lot in 
the Eaft-Indies—com mitting 5 the 
Care of their only Child to the 
Pity and Liberality of Lady Port- 
man, in the remarkable Style with 

. which 


Cn 3 
which the Reader has been ac« 
quainted in the beginning of theſe 
Memoirs. 

Nor many years after their Re- 
dence in the Eaſt Indies, their 
Circumſtances grew very proſpe- 
rous - when Mr. Pomfret was ſeiz- 
ed with a Diſorder, which, after 
lingering ſome time, terminated 
in his Death. He bequeathed the 
whole of his Poſſeſſions to Mrs. 
Pomfret. = Ct wi 0 

þ 
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Wan Mrs. Pamſre related 
theſe Particulars, with ſeveral 
others, contained in Letters the 
had occaſionally written to Lady 
Poriman without any Name, fhe 
was confirmed: in the ne of 
her vg indeed the Mother. . 


34 


Tux unhappy Amelia, who' fat; 
and heard all this Wonderful Re- 


lation—finding that Mrs. Pomſret 
was juſt returned from the Eaft, 


very anxiouſly watched an Op- 


portunity to enquire whether ſhe 


E knew 


[ 76] 
knew any thing of a Captain Er/. 
ine? — To which ſhe replied, 
with an evident Pleaſure ſpark» 
ling in her Eyes, that be came 
over to England in the fame Ship 
with her. 


Uros this hs aha 6 hls 
Seat, with a Sort of Emotion, 
which beggars: all Deſcription, 
and exclaimed, . 66 Oh my dear. 
Lady Fortnan, 1 muſt intreat 
80 Permiſſion to en Mars 


„ tft -& V * 


IN a few hours the Chaife was 
at the Door- into which ſhe flv 


like Lightening—but, juſt as they 
were turning out of the Grove 
into the Road, they were ſtopped 
by a Chaiſe moving with the 
utmoſt Velocity, which contained 
all the Treaſure poor Amelia was 


mn purſuit o her Captain 


Erſkine , 


NoTw1iTHSTANDING the num- 


| berleſs happy Scenes of which Sir 


Beaumont and Lady Portman had 


7 | been 
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been Witneſſes this by far ex 
ceeded them all. 


LIT the Reader pauſe for a 
Moment, and, if he has a Heart 
formed to delight in the Happi- 
neſs of others, let Dien feaſt his 
benevolent Feelings with the mu- 
tual and extreme Felicities of the 
Erſtines—the Pomfrets—the Pori- 


| mans—and the Seymours. 
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SEVERAL Weeks, As may 
naturally be ſuppoſed, paſſed in 


a kind of Jubilee of domeſtic Feli. 


city. And, when the Ecſtaſy of 
their Joy had a little ſubſided, 
Mrs. Pomfret, in a private Confe- 
rence with Lady Portman, N beg- 
ged to know in what acceptable 
Way it might be in her Power to 


make that Acknowledgment, which 


was due to her for ſuch Kindneſs 


and 
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and Attention to her dear Char. 
lotte. 


HE Pleaſure of doing good is 
more than an adequate Compenſa- 
tion for the Performance of it, 
faid Lady Portman] am ſuffi- 
ciently repaid - but, if you wiſh to 
lay me under any Obligation to 
vou, give me leave to whiſper in 
your Ear, that, the poor Er/knes, 
with a large Family, are very 
much diſtreſſed. ? . 
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Mus. Pomfret took the Hint 
and, after having thoroughly in- 
formed herſelf of every Particular 
in their Hiſtory, re- purchaſed 
Chatham Abbey, which had been 
ſold, with a ſmall Eſtate about it, 
and very generouſly made them a 
Preſent of it—annexing only this 
Condition, that ſhe ſhould be in- 
dulged with a Part of it, for the 
Summer Reſidence of herſelf and 


Daughter. 


Yak IE © 3 


13 


Tux excellent Mr. Beaufort 
lived to participate in all theſe 
Joys—which were renewed under 
the antient Manſion of Chatham- 
Abbey; and uſed frequently to 
enlarge, with an almoſt enthuſi- 
aſtic Warmth, upon his favourite 
Subject of DomesTIC FELICITY ; 
and every now and then he would 
drop an Obſervation or two upon 
the great Advantages of a prudent 
Choice in our Connections for Life ; 
where neither the troubleſome 
Parade of Rank—nor an undue 


Valua- 


131 
Valuation of Fealth—nor the 
Violence of injudicious Attach- 
ments, interrupt that Happineſs, 
which may be ſaid, in a great 
Meaſure, to conſiſt in a certain 


MEDIOCRITY in each of theſe 
Reſpects. 
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